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During the sum t o t a l  of the investigator 's  experi- 
ence as  an elementary grade school teacher and administra- 
t o r ,  she has found that  there are serious gaps i n  juvenile 
t e x t s  leaving many questions about Indians unanswered t o  
both pupi l  and teacher. The answer t o  these questions, 
the imee t iga to r  believes, would be understandable and 
stimulating t o  grade school children. 
The problem for  t h i s  study has been: 
1. To enlarge great ly  on the present information 
about Indiane available a t  the  elementary level ,  
2. To include human In teres t  material  t h a t  w i l l  
catch the imagination of the student and arouse him t o  mnt 
t o  l e a r n  mare about the subject. 
3. To imprave on the gemra l  presentation of the  
a torg of the Indians i n  Iowa and the United States so t h a t  
conaidarably mare readable, h ie tor ica l ly  accurate mater ia l  
bec auea available . 
During t h e  paat year, the investigator searched fo r  
2 
in f 'omat im about Iowa Indlam i n  many places. S t i l l  she 
has many questions. The following ou t l ine  w i l l  show the  
procedure used by the Invest igator  i n  making this study: 
1. Librariee Consulted 
S ta te  His tor ica l  Society of Iowa, Iowa City, Iova 
Newberry Library in. Chicago, I l l l n o i s  
S t a t e  Department of History and Archives, 
Des Moines, Iowa 
Des Moines Public Library 
Cowles Library on Drake University Campus 
2, Museums Vis i ted  
Davenport Pub1 i c  Museum 
M i l l  Creek Display, Cherokee, Iowa 
Snnford Muaeum, Cherokee, Iawa 
Iowa His to r ica l  Indian Display, Des Molnes, Iowa 
3, Excursions Taken 
E f f  1gy Mound Area, McGregm, Iawa 
S p i r i t  Lake Massacre Wonument, h o l d s  Park, Iowa 
Miaaiaslppi Excursion with "Steamboat Billu 
(Dr. W i l l i a m  J. Peterson, Universitg of Iawa, 
Iowa City, Iowa). 
4. Indians Vis i t ed  f o r  Original Source H a t e r i a l  
Vial ted  t he  Mesquakie Indian Reservation in Tama, 
Danoed wi th  the Indians during one dance of the  
Attended the  music workshop on D r a b  campus the  
summer of 1959, t o  obtain l a t e s t  possible mater- 
i a l  on Indian music. 
Vis i t ed  t hs Indians i n  New Mexico, so t h a t  a 
comparative study might be made, 
5. Collected and edi ted  mate r ia l  f o r  presentat ion.  
6, Correspondence 
Wrote t o  many publishers and authors i n  regard t o  
whether books the invest igator  used were s t i l l  in 
pr in t .  
Wrote t o  publishers  and authors f o r  permission t o  
reproduce mater ia l  i n  this study, 
The inves t iga tor  has chosen t o  enr ich  the s to ry  of 
t he  I m a  Indiam f o r  the grade school boy and g i r l ,  Thia 
atudy i a  f o r  the  p e a e n t a t i o n  t o  the elementary classroom 
teacher  t o  save laborious hours seeking background in foma-  
t i o n  on a aubject of v i t a l  i n t e r e s t  to the elementary young- 
s t e r ,  Iowa Indians, The mater ia l  has been placed In chapters ,  
wi th  t i t l e e  of tb chapters on tb l e v e l  of matur i ty  and 
I n t e r e s t  of t h e  elementary child.  Thla atudJ Is not  pro- 
sented aa an end i n  i t s e l f ,  but  wr i t t en  s inp ly  t o  encourage 
f u r t h e r  researah,  Much of the  mater ia l  avai lable  i s  now oat 
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111. AREAS EXPLOmD BY TIlIS STUDY 
The investigator has been encouraged by personnel of 
the administrative department of her school system, t o  con- 
t r i b u t e  t h i s  material  i n  her study, so tha t  it might hslp 
narrow the gap i n  the juvenile tex ts  t h a t  leave a t  the e le-  
mentary l e v e l  many questions about Iawa Indiana unanswered 
t o  the pupil  and teacher. The plan of this study is  t o  
have answered such questions as : 
1. Where did the Indian come fran? 
2. What Indian t r i b e s  lived i n  Iowa? 
3. Whowere t h e i r  famous leaders? 
4. Haw did the Indian l ive?  
5 ,  What did the Indians do f o r  ftan? 
6. Did the Iowa Indians ever go on the warpath? 
7. Did the Indians have aohoola? 
8. Were the Indians re l igious? 
9. Did the Indians have govermuent? 
10. Was muaic a par t  of the Indian's l i f e ?  
11. How did t h e  Indian use aign language? 
12. What d i d  the Indian contribute t o  our world? 
13. Are there many Indians in Iwa today? 
14. Are they d i i f e ren t  f r o m  usf 
15. How did th Indian t rave l?  
16. What kind of olothes did the Indian wear? 
Doea ha wear the same kind today? 
17. Did the Iowa Indians f a l l  in love? 
The elementary classroom teacher may use this study 
both a s  a research information and f o r  source materials ,  
although much of the  past mater ia l  i s  now out of p r ln t .  
I V .  IMPORTANCE OF THIS STUDY 
This study l a  deemed important because au tho r i t i e s  
have advocated including a un i t  on Indians Ln the elementary 
8 0 C  ial studiea curriculum, 
The Indian background of our country occupies an 
Lmportant place i n  American history.  Ear ly  s e t t l e r s  
not only recognized and adopted Indian place names 
but  a l s o  took over many important aspects  of Indian 
l i f e ,  including methods of hunting, r a i s i n g  and 
preparing food, preparing skins,  c lea r ing  wooded 
land by r inging t rees ,  making of f i n e  b a s b t s  frm 
grass,  twigs, and bark, ingenious use of stone and 
wood, and making snmsho s, canoes, and o ther  impor- 
t a n t  funct ional  objects,  1 
The manner i n  which the  Indian was driven back by 
the  white s e t t l e r s  is not a savory subject  bu never- 
t he l e s s  one t h a t  should be known t o  children. h 
Cutright,  Clark, and Kewell sa id :  
Hem is a remarkable lesson which shows t h a t  one 
of the  most valuable resources i s  the s k i l l  people 
have i n  using t h e i r  resources. The l i v e s  of the  
p la ina  Indians depended on the buffalo--for food, 
c lo thing,  she l t e r ,  too l s ,  and weapons. This m a h s  It 
c l e a r  why the Indians fought desperately wbn 
s t rangers  c m e  and k i l l e d  off buffa lo  t o  s e l l  the 
1 ~ a l ~ h  C.  Preston, Teaching Social  Studies i n  t h e  
~ l e r n ~ ~ t a  School (New ~ o r k :  ~ i n e h a r t  ~ c T  m0, d-
hides  and c l e a r  the lend f o r  farming and c a t t l e  
ra is ing.1  
2 
A s  s t a t e d  i n  A Course of Study in Indian Life, 
- - -
chi ldren lea rn  t h a t  d i f f e r en t  t r i b e s  responded t o  nature  and 
t h e  environment by building d i f fe ren t  homes, e a t i n g  d i f f e r -  
en t  foods, and w a r i n g  d i f f e r en t  clothing,  according to the  
mate r ia l s  t h a t  were most e a s i l y  available.  
3 
2 
Storms s t a t ed  tha t  by studying Indian h i s to ry  pupi ls  
become fami l ia r  wi th  a time and manner of l iv ing  far  d i f f e r -  
en t  from our own--a time when there  were no farms, s to res ,  
o r  houses such as we l i v e  in, and when every custom and 
habi t  of d a i l y  l i f e  was d i f f e r en t  from ours. Thus t he  
ch i ld ren  receive a  backgrand fo r  placement of these Indians 
in t h e i r  l a t e r  s tudy of l o c a l  history. 
Indiana i e  a u n i t  l i s t e d  a s  an a l t e rna t ive  u n i t  in the 
4 Socia l  Studies h i d e  for the  Primary Grades in  the  D e s  Moines 
achoola , Under Basic under3 tandings, it s t a t e s  : 'The t a l e n t s  
ard a b i l i t i e s  of the American Indian are  worthy of r e s p e c t m R  
5 
'prudence Cutright,  Mae Knight Clark, Bernice Newell, 
Today and Yesterday (New York: Nacmillan Co., 
2F'rancis Dearborn, Ernest Horn, Georgia Brown, A Course 
Life  (Iowa City: State university-of Iowa, 
K14.3, 1926 
)Grace Storms, "The Study of Indian LVe," Classroom 
Teacher (Chicago, 1929), Val. 4, P. 509. 
4 ~ e s  Moines Public Schools. Social  Studise Guide for 
the  Primary Gradea (August, 1950). 
-
CHAFTER I1 
O R I G I N  OF' THE INDIAN 
Where d id  the Indian come from? That was something 
people had a l l  sorts of ideas about, 
Some sa id:  "The Indiana came from tb l o s t  Conti- 
nent of At lan t i s  which once l ay  where the  At lant ic  flows 
today .' 
Some said:  Vhe Indians came from the Lost Continent 
of Mu which once l ay  where the Pac i f ic  flows today,' 
Some said:  "They came from the South Sea Islands. R 
Some eaid: "From China,' 
Some s a i d :  "From Egypt.' 
'The ~ n d i a n s , "  othera claimed, "are from t he  lost 
t r i b e s  of I ~ r a e l , ~  
They a r e  deacendanta of the Welsh,' 
"They are descended from the Vlklngs,' 
People argued and argued. But l i t t l e  by l i t t l e ,  a s  
they learned more and more, most of the  s c i e n t i s t s  came t o  
agree about it, "The one possible place tbe great  mass of 
Indiana could have corns from," they sa id ,  "1s Asia, They 
cams f'rom acroaa the  Bering S t r a i t ,  A t  t h a t  point  only f t f ty-  
n i x  miles divide Asia f r o m  America. This diatance i s  broken 
by th ree  is lands .  Even on cloudy days you c a n  look acroaa 
and see land, Beaidea, in anoient d q a  the re  may have been 
1 
a land bridge a l l  the wayen 
And so the  crossing was made, From the Old World, 
for which they had no name--to the  New, f o r  which they had 
no name e I ther ,  
Down across the f'rozen tundra; down through the  cone- 
bearing f o r e s t s ;  around the rivers; over the  mountain; f o l -  
lowing the  caribou, the s t raggly  groups of Indians cams, 
The Indians gave names t o  the  lakes, t o  the  r i v e r s ,  
t he  mountains, t he  t rees ,  the strange beasts. Whatever the  
th ing looked l i k e  t o  them, by tha t  name they ca l l ed  It, 
Sometimes the  name stuck, Sometimes other gruups of wander- 
e r s ,  coming a f t e r ,  ca l led  It by the same m e ,  
Down i n  the Southern Plains they met the  bison, That 
was the  most important th ing tha t  happemd t o  theme The  
biaon wae  a beast made t o  f i t  a l l  the Indians1 needs. Gone 
now were t he  day3 of hunger, Gone were the days of cold, 
Here was p l e n t i f u l  meat, here was durable hide, long w a r m  
hai r ,  bone, horn, The Indians followed the bison. 
Why did they go any fa r ther?  Who would possibly be 
able t o  t e l l ?  
Some of the  Indians moved on, In to  tbe t rop ioa l - ra in  
forea ta ;  across mountain-hung valleys; over grassy pla ins ;  
l m e  T s r q  White, Prehis tor lo  America (New York: 
Random House, 1951). pe  128, 
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down the  cold, dreary land 's  end, Indians etood on T i e r r a  
d e l  Fuego a t  t h e  t i p  of South America and looked off  i n t o  the 
Polar  Sea. Indians stood i n  Alaska and looked off  In to  the 
1 
Arctic.  
A l l  the New World was t h e  ir home, But they had no 
name f o r  it, Each group k n e w  o n l y  the place where it had 
come t o  r e s t ,  Each knew nothing of the o thers ,  Each ca l l ed  
n i t s e l f  "The People, or  'The Real People," o r  "Our Own ~ o l k , "  
No man remembered where h i s  ancestors  came from. No man 
knew how far his  ances tms  had trekked. Why should o r  could 
he have known? It i s  impossible t o  remember back over 
thousands of years,  
They didn ' t  how much, these discoverers,  going from 
the  unremembered land i n t o  the unknown, They came bringing 
jua t  two s k i l l s  with them. They h e w  haw t o  hunt, and they 
h e w  hcrw t o  chip stone Into  weapons and too ls ,  But they 
were ready t o  learn ,  They h e w  how t o  adapt themselves t o  
deaer t  and jungle, t o  fo re s t  and pla in ,  t o  mountain and sea  
2 
ahore, t o  heat and cold, t o  drought and rain. 

- 
CXFAPTER I11 
TI-IE I N D I A N  I N  IWA 
-1. TRIBES SETTLING I m  IOWA 
No one knows when the Indian f i r s t  came t o  tb t e r -  
r i t o r y  which is now Iowa. It i s  known tha t  they l i ved  in 
almost every pa r t  of the  s t a t e .  Mounds and b u r i a l  grounds 
revea l  s tone axes, war clubs, f r a p e n t s  of pottery,  arrow- 
heads, spearheads, and skeletons. 
The  b u r i a l  grounds consis t  of caves in the s ides  of 
h i l l s  and bluf f s .  Others are  high mounds of d i r t  made i n  
t he  various shapes of b i rds  and animals. 
No one hows exact ly  how many Indians l i ved  Fn what 
l a  Iowa today. The Indian never counted t h e  number 19 
t h e i r  t r i b e s .  The  f i rs t  white man t h a t  v i s i t e d  d i f f e r en t  
pa r t a  of Iowa wrote down the  number of Indians t h a t  t b y  
thought l i v e d  there.  Prom these repor ts  ue lmcnr t h a t  t h e m  
were not over f l f t e e n  thousand Indians l i v i n g  w i t h i n  o a r  
a t a t e .  Probably between ten  and twelve thousand Indians 
l i v e d  here. Thia nmber Lnoluded severa l  t r i b e s ,  some of 
whom Uved i n  Iowa but  a shor t  time. 
l ~ ~ b e r t  L. Moeller, Hawke e Tales (Hubert L. Moeller, 
Radc l i f f ,  Iowa, 19531, PO F?+ 
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Iowa a t t r ac t ed  many Indians f o r  here they found a 
land wi th  a climate they liked. The timber country contained 
much small game, whereas the r i v e r s  and lakes  were Fu l l  of 
f i s h .  The pla ins  of western Iowa had great  herds of buffalo, 
which were a chief source of food f o r  the  Indian. No one 
knows fo r  sure  jus t  when the Indian c m e  but  they came i n to  
Iowa from both the  e a s t  and the west. Frcnn the  e a s t  came 
t he  Algonquins, who l iked timber for hunting and r i v e r s  f o r  
f i sh ing  and canoeing, From the west came the Sioux o r  
Dakota, who were pla ins  Indians and l i ked  the  open p r a i r i e  
with the buffalo,  
Iowa was named a f t e r  a t r i b e  of once proud and power- 
f u l  Indiana, Over twenty di if 'erent  spe l l ings  have been 
given for the  name Iowa. Many meanings have been given. 
Many eay it mean8 "beautiful  land", If t h a t  is the  meaning, 
1 
it f i t s  our s t a t e ,  Iowa is truly a beau t i fu l  land, 
The t e r r i t o r y  of which Iowa was a p a r t  was purchased 
by the  United S ta tes  In 1803. A t  the time of t h i s  purchase 
the  following four groups were l i v i n g  i n  Iowa: the Saukea 
and Faxea along the  Mississippi;  the Ioways aloag the Des 
Hoines River, m a r  the center of the s t a t e ;  the  Otoes, 
Cknahaa, and Missouri along the  Missouri River; t h e  Sioux in 
n o r t b r n  Iowa from the  B i g  Sioux River t o  ths Missouri River. 
l ~ b i d ,  - pp. 
Later  the Pottawattamie Indians were given a new home 
i n  Southwestern Eowa. These Indians were moved t o  Iowa from 
a reg ion  around Lake Michigan, by the  Federal Government, 
The government a l so  brought the Wlnnebagoes from t h e i r  
home i n  Wisconsin and placed i n  what was c a l l e d  t h e  N e u t ~ a l  
Ground, between the Sauks and Foxes and the Sioux. Another 
t r i b e  was found t o  have l ived  i n  Iowa at  one time, known as  
the Mascoutens, These ' Indiaas l i ved  for a time along the 
Miss ise ippi  a t  a point  where the c i t y  of Muscatine now stands. 
Sam and Fox. The Saux and Fox were of the  Algonqub 
---
na t ion  of Indians, The e a r l y  white s e t t l e r s  pushed these  
Indians westward, a s  they were f i r s t  contacted l i v i n g  near 
The Fox were constantly a t  war with  the  Prench and 
this warfare grea t ly  reduced the  tribe. During 1730 the  Fax 
tdlbe joined with the Saux t r i b e  and from t h i s  tlme on usre 
alwaye together ,  
Upon muving f r m  the At lant ic  coas t  a r ea  these  two 
t r i b e s  moved t o  the  Miss lss lppi  River area,  They grew in 
nunber and power u n t i l  they becarme one of ths s t rongest  tribes 
1 
i n  the  M i a s i s s i p p i  valley, 
l ~ b i d  -* pp. 23-26. 
7 
llF 
Sioux The Sioux were a f i e r c e  warlike t r i b e  and 
l i ved  in an area  from northern Iowa t o  the  Rocky Mountains. 
The Sioux were divided in to  f i ve  f i e r c e  bands and were from 
Dakota na t ion  of Indians, 
The Sioux hunted and fought across a l l  of northern 
Iowa, They had but few permanent set t lements i n  Iowa, H i s -  
t o r i a n s  apparently believe tha t  the  Siowr were the  most 
powerful and treacherous t r i b e  of Indians i n  the upper M i s -  
s i s s i p p i  val ley,  
The F'rench came in to  contact wi th  t he  Sioux as e a r l y  
a s  1640, but were never f r iendly ,  The English made f r i ends  
of the Sioux and used many Sioux warriors In the  War of 1812, 
Ioway, The Ioway Indians were brave w a r r i o r s  and good 
trappers.  It was from t h i s  t r i b e  t h a t  the s t a t e  took i t s  
name. They l ived i n  the Des Moinea River val ley,  near  the 
cen te r  of the  a t a t e ,  These Indians had splendid bodies 
wi th  broad ehouldera, They were a powerful warlike t r i b e  
t h a t  belonged t o  the Sioux nation, They had been separated 
from the  S i m  so long tha t  they no longer considered them- 
aslvsa RS belonging t o  t h a t  group. 
War and a i c h e s s  reduced t h i s  group t o  the  extent  t h a t  
they d i d  not play a major ro le  in Iowa h i s t o w  i n  l a t e r  
1 
yeara, 
%bid 0, p. 27. 
15 
Pottawattamie. The Pottawattamie came in to  Iowa by 
order  of the government, from t h e i r  home near Lake Michigan. 
It was from t h i s  t r i b e  t h a t  Pottawattamie County received 
i ts  name. The Pottawattamie were a pa r t  of the Algonquin 
na t ion  of Indians. They were a f i n e  group of Indians, were 
capable warriors ,  had good manners, and were excel lent  
t r ade r s .  After l iv ing  i n  Iowa only a few years they w e n  
moved by the  government t o  Kansas. 
Winnebago, The Winnebago were of Siouan o r i g i n  and 
l i k e  t h e  Pottawattamie did not l i v e  in  Iowa long. When the  
Winnebago had t o  be moved f r a n  t h e i r  Wisconsin home the  
government decided to  put them on the Neutral S t r i p  i n  Iowa 
between the  f i e r c e  Sioux on one s ide  and the  warlike Sac 
md Fox on the  other. 
The Winnabago did  not want t o  come t o  Iowa, as they 
were not a s t rong o r  warlike t r i b e ,  They feared t h a t  l i v i n g  
between two f i e r c e  t r i b e s  they would soon all be k i l l ed ,  
The government, in order t o  p ro tec t  t he  Winnebago, 
agreed to bu i ld  For t  Atkinson on the  Neutral S t r i p ,  supply 
it with  s o l d i e r s  and pro tec t  the Winnebago. 
The Winnebago l i vad  i n  Iowa f o r  s eve ra l  years and 
l i k e d  it so  wel l  t h a t  i n  1846 when t h s  government ordered 
tham t o  move, t o  Minnesota, It was necessarg t o  b r ing  out t he  
t roops  t o  make them move, 
For many years many of these Indians re turned t o  Iowa 
1 
t o  spend t h e i r  summers. 
Omaha, --  Otoe, and Missouri. The Omaha, Otoe, and 
Missouri  l i v e d  in  western Iowa and eas t e rn  Nebraska. Indica- 
t ions are  t h a t  these Indians were a mixed race.  They were 
Siouan for  the main par t ,  but t r i b e s  of Algonquins s tock 
held  p a r t  of t h i s  t e r r i t o r y .  The Otoes and Missouri, along 
with t h e  I m a y  were, f o r  the  most p a r t ,  of the  Sioux nation. 
The Omaha were more c losely  r e l a t e d  t o  the  Osage group, Most 
of these  Indians were from the woodlands, but  i n  t h e  course 
of t h e i r  t r ave l s  westward acquired the  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of 
the p l a i n s  Indian. The Omaha t r i b e ,  i n  the  seventeenth cen- 
t u r y ,  was located a t  t h e  mouth of t h e  Ohio River. 
The Misaouri and the  Otoe were, a t  one time, one t r i b e .  
Due t o  a quarre l ,  between two chiefs ,  they separated w i t h  
the  Otoe moving f a r t h e r  up the  r i ve r .  
The s tory  of the  Missouri t r i b e  is an unhappy t a l e .  
They were conquered time and again by the Osage and the  Sac 
and Fa. They were a l so  scourged by epidanic a f t e r  epidelaic 
of smallpox. The Missouri t r i b e  f i n a l l y  disbursed, some going 
t o  l i v e  with the Ioway, but most of t h e m  joined wi th  t he  Otoe. 
The Otoe, wishing t o  be near  t he  Omaha, moved t o  the  
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Missouri River, Troubles f e l l  upon them by the  score, Their 
crops were destroyed by grasshoppers, t r ade r s  introduced both 
whisky and smallpox. Soon they were but a remnant of t h e i r  
1 
former strength,  
The Omaha, being unprotected from t h e i r  o ld  ensmy, t he  
Sioux, were soon reduced t o  scarcely more than one hundred 
f amilie s. 
Maacoutena, Very l i t t l e  is  wr i t t en  about t h i s  t r i b e ,  
Original ly  these Indians l i ved  in Michigan, This  t r i b e  a t  
various times joined with other  t r i b e s ;  the  Sauks, the  Foxes, 
and t h e  Kickapoo. The l a s t  repor t  from t h i s  t r i b e  was In 
1779. After t h i s  t he  Mascoutens disappeared from his tory ,  
the  nor thern  group having probably been absorbed by the  Saux 
and Fox confederacy. 
The Mascoutens, l i k e  the Kickapoo, bore a repu ta t ion  
f o r  t reachery and decei t ,  but  l i k e  the  Foxes appear t o  have 
been warlike and r e s t l e s s ,  
According t o  repor ts  they worshipped the  sun and 
thunder, but were not much given t o  r e l i g ious  r i t e s  and cere- 
2 
monle a ,  
' ~ r e d e r i c k  Webb Hedge, -- Hand Book of American Indians 
North of Mexico (Washington Government E i n t  ine OTf ice ,  lQ07, 
Pnrt~), -0  
 bid -* pp. 810-11. 
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Of a l l  the Indians who once l i v e d  i n  Iowa none are 
here today except a small group of Mesquakie o r  Foxes who 
1 
l i v e  on some th ree  thousand acres of land i n  Tama County. 
11. IOWA INDIAN CHIEFS 
This study revealed t h a t  each t r i b e  had a leader  o r  
chief Because of t h e i r  good deeds, leadership, exploi ts ,  
ha te  o r  quest  f o r  revenge, many of these Iowa ch i e f s  became 
famous during our e a r l y  history,  
From the  Sauks and Foxes t r i b e s  i n  the  lower Missis- 
s i p p i  v a l l e y  came several  famous ch ie fs  such as, Black Elawk, 
Keokuk, Pashipaho, Powers hiek, and Wappello. 
Black Hawk. The nane of this chief means "bi rd  or 
-
sparrow hawkn, A subordinate chief of the  Sauk and Fox 
Indians and leader  in the  Black Hawk War of 1812, He w a s  
born a t  the Sauk v i l l age  a t  the mouth of the  Rock River in 
I l l i n o i a  i n  1767 and belonged t o  the  Thunder gens of t he  
Sauk t r i b e .  When only f i f t e e n  years of age he dis t inguished 
himself i n  w a r ;  and before he was seventeen was leader  of a 
2 
w a r  pa r ty  of young braves, Black Hawk was about f i v e  feet 
3. Mahan and Ruth A. Gallaher, S t o r i e s  of Ioua 
f o r  ~ 0 7 8  and G i r l s  (The Macmillan Company, 1 - 0 3 7  
- -- 
2Frederick Webb dodge, Handbook of American Indiana, 
pare I (Waghlngton Government ~ r i n t i n g T f f i c e ,  1 ~ m 1 5 0 ,  
151. 
- 
&. . ...-...-.. .- "L.' -.-- . .. A,.. a -. - - h  ..-L ....,. a .. L.,- _ . -  ... a . -  . . . ..a. 
(F rom a litllograpl~ic copy of a pninting by C. B. Ki~ lg )  
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Blackhawk 
e igh t  inches i n  height, th in ,  and wiry. / 
Keokuk. This name means "one who moves about a l e r t " .  
A Sauk leader ,  a  member of the  Fox c lan,  born on t h e  Rock 
River in I l l i n o i s  about 1780. He was not a  chief  by b i r t h ,  
bu t  ro se  t o  the  command of h i s  people through marked e b i l i t y ,  
f o rce  of character ,  and o ra to r i ca l  power. Keokuk was t a l l  
and por t ly ,  He was fond of wearing good c lothes  and l i ked  
2 
f i n e  horses. H i s  mother i a  s a i d  t o  have been half French, 
A t  an ear ly  age he was a member of t he  Sauk council, which 
he graced, but a t  f i r s t  played only a subordinate therein.  
He was con t inua l ly  involved i n  in t r igue ;  standing always l n  
t he  background, he s e c r e t l y  played omfac t ion  against  an- 
other ,  
During the  Black Hawk War Keokuk l o s t  favor wi th  his 
people becauee of h i s  refusal t o  f igh t .  But t he  one g rea t  
occsalon for which both the  Sauk and the  Pox honor Keokuk 
was when, i n  the  c i t y  of Washington, in debate wi th  the  rep- 
reaen ta t ives  of the  Sioux and other  t r i b e s  before govermnent 
o f f i c i a l s ,  he es tabl lshed the  claim of the  Saux and the  Foxes 
t o  the  t e r r i t o r y ,  t h a t  is now Iowa. 
f o r  Boys m d  G i r l s  (The Macmillan Cornpang, l m . 7 2 r  
- -- 
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He died i n  1848 i n  Kansas whither he had moved three  
years  before, In 1883 the remains of Keokuk were removed from 
Kansas t o  Keokuk, Iowa, where they were r e i n t e r r e d  in the  c i t y  
park and a m o ~ ~ e n t  erected over h i s  grave by the  c i t i z e n s  of 
t h e  town. A bronze bust  of Keokuk stands i n  the  Capi to l  in 
1 
Washington, 
Pashipahoe T h i s  name means "He touches l i g h t l y  in 
passingn. A prominent Sauk Chief, belonging t o  one of the 
fish clans, whose name is  usually but improperly t r ans l a t ed  
"Stabberm. He was born about 1760 and f i r s t  came i n t o  public 
no t i ce  when he signed, as  p r inc ipa l  chief of the Sauk, the  
t r e a t y  of St. Louis, Missouri, November 3, 1804. L i t t l e  is 
known of Paehipahofa ca reer  a s  a warrior,  but  it i s  probable 
t h a t  he was highly mgarded by h i s  tribesmen a s  a f i g h t i n g  
man, f o r  it was under h i s  leadership t h a t  t he  Iowqwere de- 
f e a t e d  in a daciaive b a t t l e  of Des Moirmes River i n  May 1823 
in which engagement Black Hawk was second i n  command. Men- 
t i o n  i s  made of Paahipahots presence wi th  other  Sauk and Fox 
ch ie fs  i n  camp on Dss Moines River in 1841, when news of a 
massacre of some of t h e i r  people, by the  Sioux, was received* 
Although ~ o k u k  was present,  and Pashipah0 was then so o ld  
t h a t  he had t o  be aided i n  mounting h i s  horse, t h e  l a t t e r  l e d  
1 ~ o b g e ,  OJ* G o ,  PP. 673. 674. 
(Frqm rt d ~ p u e r ~ m t ~ l ? e  ,trrk lr in St. 1,011 is i lk 1 P I'i 
-1 . .I . p *  
,I. . ". .-. - .. . * h  . .  '4 1.11 trim 3 . " n t , q r - ~ 1 7 ,  ( p *  . . 
I . - .  ' L n + n  ' q e + n n * ~  1 U s  t - -  q*, , n v . v -  - ? q d -  - 
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the  pursu i t  of t h e  marauders. It i s  probable t h a t  h i s  death 
occurred not long thereaf ter ,  but l i t t l e  i s  lmown of his 
l a a t  years  other  than t h a t  he was m c h  given t o  intemperate 
hab i t s .  He moved with hia people t o  t h e i r  rese rva t ion  i n  
1 
Kansas. 
Poweshiek. The meaning of t h i s  name "He who shakes". 
A masculine proper n- i n  the Bear clan,  tg' ruling clan 
of the  Foxes. Poweehiek was a Fox chief  at the  period of 
t he  Black Hawk war i n  1832. It was he r a the r  than Keokuk, 
t o  whom was due the  weakening of Black Hawkt s f i gh t ing  power. 
The t i e  which held together the  Sauk and the  Fox had f o r  
some time been growing weak, and when Kwaskwamia, a subordi- 
na te  Sauk chief ,  ceded away the Rock River country In 
I l l i n o i s ,  without the howledge or consent of the r e s t  of the 
people, Poneshiek with most of the Foxes withdrew from t h e  
othera and croeaed the  Miss iss ippi  t o  t he  v i c i n i t y  of the 
present  Davenport, Iowa. When the  f i g h t i n g  began they were 
joined by Keokuk and the f l ee ing  Sauk, and l a t e r  a l s o  by the  
defeated hos t i l e s ,  t o  whom they gave protect ion.  Powsahlek 
2 
died i n  Kansas. 
Wapello. T h i s  name means "chiefw and Wapello was head 
l m i d  * pp. 205, 206. 
2 ~ b i d  -* p. 299. 
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chief of the Fox t r i be ,  born a t  P r a i r i e  du Chien, Wisconsin, 
i n  1787. H i s  v i l l age  was on the  e a s t  s i de  of the Miss iss ippi ,  
near  the  foot  of Rock Island, and not f a r  from Black Hawk's 
v i l l age .  I n  1816 it was one of the th ree  pr incfpal  s e t t l e -  
ments in the v i c i n i t y  of Ft .  Armstrong, Iowa, opposite t h e  
present  Rock Is land,  I l l h o i s .  Although s tou t  and shor t  of 
s t a t u r e ,  Wapello was of a t t r a c t i v e  appearance, owing p a r t l y  
t o  h i s  k i n d l j  expression; he was peaceful and i n t e l l i g e n t ,  
and en te r ta ined  f r i end ly  regard f o r  t he  whites. Like Keokuk, 
and unlike Black Hawk, he was w i l l i ng  t o  abide by t h e  ternas 
of t h e  t r e a t y  of 1804 which provided f o r  t he  removal of t he  
Indians t o  the west of the  M i s s i s ~ i p p i ,  and in 1829 he 
q u i e t l y  removed t o  Muscatine slough wi th  his people, and 
l a t e r  a e t t l e d  near  the present Wapello, Louisa County, Iowa. 
Wapello was next In rank t o  Keokuk. He died while on a 
1 
hunting t r i p  near  the present Ottumwa, Iowa, March 15, 1842, 
Mahaska, The meaning of this  name i s  "white cloud". 
Hahaska waa chief  of t he  Ioway t r i b e  of Indians. He became 
chief upon the  death of h i s  f a the r ,  by a band of Sioux 
Indians. Mahaaka looked l i k e  a chief .  H e  was over six f e e t  
t a l l ,  a trong and good looking. Whether a t  uar aga lns t  the  
enemies, or hunting buffalo on the p r a i r i e ,  o r  i n  t h e  games 
I -:.rn !1. 
(From a llthog~aphic copy of a painting by C. B. King) 
Poweshiek 
r 3 '  -.- * , # , . .- ". . C P 
* I -. 
- .  . . .. * 1 l q  * P ~ Q I * ~ ~ ' ' . ,  1 -he- . L .  A *  -. .& , - 
- C ~ C ( ,  - . L C ? ~ ~ T ' ~ C ~ ~ .  'C ' .. - - ,..? 9 lac-, 
(From a lithogr~phic copy of painting by C. B. King 
T' i , r~?ye < a  
Wapcllo 
I I - 7 . .  -.,- . lin7? , I ,  " n t , n y n o n ,  ( r d .  ) . - ' g l L m * . ? f i ~ ~ ~  . . ...., I .  X , . . . - ? c . .  - . ,  
 * -__I_ 
"50 :',t.,nt.p :'.h t :nyic:\:i  , 3 i - ' . * ' A ' ~  :.,~'.\~n, .-cs'y. 
27 
t h e  young Indians enjoyed, Mahaska was a leader,  - He had a l -  
ready l e d  h i s  warriors  in f u l l y  eighteen b a t t l e s ,  and he had 
1 
never heen defeated. 
Mahaska, with the f avo r i t e  of hia seven wives, Rantche- 
w a h e ,  meaning "female f ly ing  pigeonw, made a t r i p  t o  Wash- 
ington t o  see the  President,  When Rantcbaime re turned t o  
Iowa she t o l d  the wonen of her  t r i b e  how white women lived. 
While i n  Washington Mahaska so ld  some land the t r i b e  owned t o  
t he  government. He a l so  promised the  President t h a t  he would 
l i v e  in peace, 
Following this t r i p  t o  Washington Mahaska b u i l t  a 
very  l a rge  log house, such as the  white m a n t  s, and decided 
t o  p lan t  cormfields instead of going on the warpath, 
One day *i le  r i d ing  across the  p r a i r i e ,  with her small 
son, Rantchewaims f e l l  from her  horse and was k i l l e d  by t h e  
f a l l ,  Hahaaka found them, his son a l i ve  but  h i s  wife dead, 
t h i s  making him very sad. He took his  l i t t l e  son and the  
body of h i s  beau t i fu l  wife t o  h i s  home and prepared f o r  her  
funeral .  
Mahaaka missed Rantchewahe very much, but he was a 
ch ie f  and had work t o  do and a son to r a i s e ,  I n  1825 he 
a t tended a council of Indians a t  P r a i r i e  du Chien and t r i a d  
t o  parauade them t o  l i v e  In peace as  he had pmmised the  
%ahan and Gallaher, z. g., pp. 110,111. 
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President  he would do, 
I n  1833 a chief of the Iovays was k i l l e d  by some 
Omaha Indians. His people t r i e d  t o  persuade Mahaska t o  l ead  
a w a r  p a r t y  against  the Omaha. He  refused but some of t he  
Ioway warr iors  formed a w a r  pa r ty  and k i l l e d  s i x  Omahas, 
General W i l l i a m  Clark was sen t  t o  a r r e s t  t h e  Ioways and be- 
cauee they had disobeyed him, Mahaska turned them over t o  
t he  s o l d i e r s ,  O f  course, these Indians were very angry and 
a f t e r  t h e i r  re lease  from prison k i l l e d  Mahaska, t h e i r  
1 
ch ie f ,  
Sldminadota  - and Inkpadutah, These two Indians were 
bro thers  and both ch i e f s  of an outlaw band of Sioux, have 
been c a l l e d  the  w o r s t  ch ie f s  that  ever  Uved In Iowa, 
A group of Sioux, because of t h e i r  t roublesme deeds, 
had bean disowned by t h e i r  own t r i b e ,  Their chief  was 
Sidaminadota, H e  had trouble with a white t r a d e r  named 
Henry Lot t ,  who sold  whisky t o  the Indians and then  s t o l e  
t h e i r  horses,  Sidamindota drove him out of t h e  Indian land, 
Tuo y e a r s  l a t e r  Lott  and h i s  stepson re turned and murdered 
Sidominadota and his family, T h i s  has been given a s  one of 
2 
t he  main reasons f o r  the  S p i r i t  Lake Massacre, 
l ~ b i d  -* 9 pp. 110-15. 
2 ~ u b e r t  L. Moeller, Tales (Hubert L, Moeller, 
Radc l l f f ,  Iowa, 19531 , PP. 
A:; 
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Inkpadutah was the brother  of Sidominadota, but  a 
much worse Indian, and became the next chief  of the  outlaw 
Sioux. It was Inkpadutah, a s  chief ,  who c a r r i e d  out the  
S p i r i t  Lake Massacre. The Indians were never r e a l l y  punished 
f o r  t he se  horr ib le  crimes, Inkpadutahls two sons were k i l l e d  
by s o l d i e r s  pursuing them, but the chief himself d ied  a t  an 
o ld  age i n  Canada, where he had f led ,  
Waneta, Another Sioux chief  who l i ved  in Iowa, was 
Waneta. He perhaps is the greates t  of the Sioux, The name 
Waneta means 'charger1', He en l i s t ed  wi th  his f a t h e r  in  the  
Engl ish  service  i n  the  War of 1812, He fought va l i an t ly ,  
winning h i s  name by h i s  bravery in  charging the  Americans in 
the  open and being ser iouely  wounded, After the  w a r  he was 
given a Captain's commission and v i s i t e d  England, 
He a i ~ e d  tb t r e a t y a t  P r a i r i e  du Chien, which a e t  
the boundaries of the  Sioux t e r r i t o r j ,  He died in 1848 at  
t he  mouth of t he  Wmeconne River, i n  North Dakota. 
Winnsahlek, Winneahiek was perhaps the moat noted 
Winnebago chief  t o  l i v e  i n  Iowa. He was a brave f i g h t e r  and 
fought againat  the  whits man many times, f o r  he d i s l i k e d  them 
with a passion, The white so ld i e r  had forced him t o  move t o  
Iawa and forced him t o  s t a y  a f t e r  he was here. 
Waukon-hoorah. Anothsa. g rea t  Winnebago chief  was 
Waukon-Decorah, who many times stopped his people f i a n  going 
t o  war wi th  the  whites. Waukon-Decorah was more famous as 
an o ra to r  than a w a r r i o r .  He had many f r i ends  among t h e  
whites and h i s  influence with both the  Indian and the  white 
1 
helped keep conditions on a f r i end ly  basis.  
Blackbird. From the  t r e e  t r i b e s  along the  Missouri 
b o r d e F t h e  Missouri, Otoe, and Omaha--perhaps the only one 
outstanding f igure  was Blackbird, Chief of the  Omaha. The 
fam of his fearsomeness and c rue l ty  endures t o  t h i s  day. 
H e  it was who poisoned the men who were threatening h i s  
power, f i r s t  e f f ec tua l ly  sea l ing  the l i p s  of the agent fram 
whom he had obtained the  arsenic  by givlng him a dose while 
a guest a t  dinner. Depressed f i n a l l y  by h i s  l i f e  of crime 
ha died of hunger. H e  was burled seated on h i s  f a v o r i t e  
2 
horse on a h i l l  overlooking tb Missouri River. 
Waubonsie, B i l l y  Caldwell, Johnny Green, and Big Foot 
were Pottawattamie chiefa who l ived i n  Iowa. The Pottawatta- 
mle t s  s t a y  i n  Iowa was f o r  such a shor t  time they did not  
play much of a r o l e  in our Indian history.  
l ~ e l e n  Wylie, "Omaha, Oto end Missouri,' The -Palimpsest, 
=I11 (Febmarg, 1957)s P- 45. 
CHAPrER N 
.THE INDIANS AT WAR 
The Indiana recognized two kinds of warfare, t o  
which they gave d is t inc t ive  names : defensive warsare, o r  
f igh t ing  f o r  the protection of women and children, the hame 
and the v i l lage ;  and aggressive w a r ,  or the going f o r t h  
of expea t ions  t o  avenge injur ies  or t o  take spoils .  The 
aim of warfare was t o  destroy, and as every person, old or  
young, was a par t  of the present o r  f'uture s t rength of the 
enemy, ne i ther  age nor sex uas spared and no non-combatants 
1 
were recognized, 
War pnrties,  hadever, were composed wholly of vol- 
unteers, end were organbed solely f o r  aggressive warfare. 
Hut i la t ion  of the dead was neither universal nor 
comtant  among the t r ibes ,  but tb outt ing off the head o r  
taking ths scalp was generally practiced. The fundamental 
reason f o r  scalping has not yet been f u l l y  explained, but 
there  i a  svldence t o  indicate tha t  it was connected with  the 
r i t e 8  observed when a boy was recognized as a member of the  
3 
band and his 1 V e  was dedicated t o  the God of War* 
lmederick Webb Hodge, Hand Book of American Indians 
North of Mexico (Washington Government r i n t i n g  Office, lQ10, 
F i i F r ~ T T , p , m  
2 n i d  * * pa 915. 
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I n  defensive  warfare the warriors  sprang t o  the alamn 
and aimed t o  engage the  enemy beyond the  l i m i t s  of the  v i l -  
l age ,  whi le  t h e  women h a s t i l y  threw up breastworks o r  dug 
p i t s  i n  which t o  t h r u s t  the  chi ldren out of reach of the  
f l y i n g  arrows. Women fought only a t  close range, using tb i r  
knives o r  any ava i lab le  objects  or weapons; but Fn r a r e  
c a s e s  women went t o  war and fought on equal terms wi th  the 
1 
men of the party.  
The Ioway t r i b e  l i v e d  in the Des Holnes River Valley. 
It was a powerf'ul warl ike t r i b e  t h a t  belonged t o  the  Sioux 
Nation. The d e s t r u c t i o n  of the  Ioway t r i b e  is one of the  
s a d  s t o r i e s  of Iowa Indian history.  The Sac and the Fox 
tribes uera enemies of the Ioways and sent out a w a r  pa r ty  
a g a i n a t  then. Thei r  ap ies ,  who went on ahead, found that 
t h e  war r lo ra  of t h e  Imag t r i b e  were watching a horse race  
two m i l e a  from tb i r  v i l l age .  When the apies reported t o  
Paahepaho, who wan b a d  chief of the Sac and the Fox t r i be s ,  
he took t b  m a i n  group of hia warriors  and attacked t h e  Ioway 
warr io r8  who wars watch- the  race. A t  the same time a 
smal le r  group o r  warriors, under Black Hawk, was sent  t o  a t -  
t a c k  tba women and ch i ld ren  in the vi l lage.  
Tha bravea of the  Imay t r i b e  were unarmed and 
he kneu that the  Indiana had disobeyed both h i m  and the 
Indian agent and deaerved t o  be punished. O f  course the  
Indiana who had been ar res ted  were very angrJ a t  Hahaaka, and 
2 
the  next year, when they got out of prison, they k i l l e d  him. 
Of a l l  the  s to r l ea  of the Indians on the  w a r  pa th  per- 
h a ~ s  t h e  S ~ i r i t  Lake Masaacre waa the  warat of a l l .  
The winter of 1856-57 was one of the most severe ever 
h o r n  in Iowa f o r  the  Indians, It was even worse f o r  the  
a e t t l e r a .  
- - .- - -- - - 
' ~ u b e r t  L. Moeller, 2 
Radcl i f f ,  I a ~ a ,  1953)) PP* 27, 23* 
Iawkaje Tales (Euber Hoeller,  
E. Mahan a n d  Ruth Gallaher S t o r i e s  of Iova f o r  
Bo s and G i r l s  (The Macmillan Co., 1929) ,me- -- 2--
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Early in the spring of 1857, the outlaw band of Sioux, 
with InkpadUtah as chief, came t o  the region around the 
1 
lakes, They crnped near the Gardner cabin on March 7, 1857. 
M r .  Gardner believed the Indians were going t o  make 
t rouble and prepared t o  f ight .  H i s  wife begged him not t o  
enrage the Indians, thinking they would soon go away. M r .  
Gardner sent  two young man t o  w a r n  the other a e t t l e r a  around 
the lakes, but the Indians shot them before they reached an- 
other cabin. 
The Indians demanded flour. A s  Mr, Gmdner went t o  
get  it, they shot him, Then the Indians k i l l e d  everyone In 
the  cabin except Abbie Gardner, a fourteen year old g i r l ,  . 
whom they took captive. 
Soon afternard the Indiana k i l l e d  everyone l iv ing  In 
the Mattack and Granger cablns nearby. 
- - 
That night Abbie Gm'dner saw the Indians hold a w a r  
dame with the scalp8 of her family and fkiends fastened t o  
2 
long polea. 
The next day tbe Indians attacked the two mmalning 
cablna on Lake Okoboji, taking Mrs. Thatcher and M r s ,  Noble 
captives and k i l l ing  everyone else.  Later they attacked the 
lone 
- 
oabln on S p i r i t  Lake, taking Mrs. Marble captive and 
k i l l i n g  her husband, 
Altogether thirty-two people were k i l l e d .  NO Indians 
were k i l l e d .  The Indians pretended t o  be f r i ends  and then 
- 
shot  t he  white Inen when they were not looking. I 
T b  Indiana vent t o  Springfield, Minnesota, eighteen 
1 
miles from S p i r i t  Lake. 
Then they moved on, ge t t ing  f a r t h e r  away from the 
white settlements,  fo r  so ld i e r s  from Fort  Ridgely were f o l -  
lowing them. Mrs. Thatcher became ill and the  Indians 
threw her in to  the Big Sioux River and then clubbed and shot  
her t o  death a s  she t r i e d  t o  crawl out,  
Spring came, Still the Indians went on, now with  
only t h r e e  prieonera. One day two Indiane who had been sent 
by an Indian agent came t o  the camp. They bought Mrs. 
Marble f o r  a gun, many blankets, a keg of power and some 
Ind ian  t r i nke t s ,  and took her back t o  her fr iends.  
Row there  were only two prisoners,  One night Roaring 
Cloud, a son of Inkpaduta, became angry because Mrs. Roble 
did not  obey him and he k i l l e d  her, So Abbie Gerdner was 
l e f t  alone with the  Indians. It was smmer now and the 
Indiarw were f a r  north,  Some of the  Indians there  had never 
before seen a white person, They could not understand w h y  
Abbie'e skin waa s o  white. 
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It was not long, hajever,  before the Indian agent 
sent  more Indiana t o  buy the white g l r l ,  So the Indians 
so ld  Abbie fo r  two horses, twelve blankets ,  two kegs of pow- 
der ,  twenty Pounds of tobacco, thirty-two yards of blue 
1 
clo th ,  Some cal ico ,  ribbon, and other  a r t i c l e s ,  
Many clashes took place in  Iowa between the Sioux m d  
the  Sauks and the  Fox, War pa r t i e s  from one t r i b e  or the  
o ther  would dash in to  the country of t h e i r  enemy, s t r i k e  a 
sudden blow on some unsuspecting v i l l age  or  hunting par ty ,  
and take  a s  many scalps a s  they could. Then they would hurry 
back i n t o  t h e i r  own country t o  escape from the enemy, One 
g r e a t  b a t t l e  between the  Siowc: and the Sauks and t h e  Foxes 
took place on a b luff  south of the present c i t y  of Dubuque. 
Thio b l u f f  was near ly  two hundred f e e t  high and on the s ide  
next t o  the  r i v e r  waa s t r a igh t  up and dcwn, On t h i s  oc- 
cas ion the Sioux, outnumbered, f l e d  t o  the  top of t h i s  b luf f ,  
and threw up a p i l e  of logs and brush f o r  protect ion.  The 
Sauka and the  Foxes waited u n t i l  night ,  then under the cover 
of the  d a r h e a s  c rep t  up the h i l l ,  They s e t  f i r e  t o  the  
bmsh ,  and aa the Sioux warriors were exposed by the  l i g h t ,  
shot them down. Then the Sauks m d  the Foxes, waving spears 
and tamahawks, rushed upon t h e i r  foes.  The Sioux overpawered 
%&an and Gallaher, OJ. G., pp. 159-61. 
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and cu t  off from escape, were driven t o  t he  br ink of the  clFff .  
There they were beaten to  death or hurled headlong on the  rocks. 
1 
below. Not one escaped, 
I n  the  spring of 1830, a f t e r  the  Sauks and Foxes had 
k i l l e d  some Sioux r iva l s  near the Cedar River in Iowa, Joseph 
M. S t r e e t ,  the Indian agent, asked both 'groups t o  come t o  
P r a i r i e  du Chien and s e t t l e  t h e i r  quar re l ,  O n  t he  day the  
Sauks and Foxes planned t o  a r r ive ,  a Sioux w a r  pa r ty  went 
down the  r i v e r  about f i f t e e n  miles and l a y  in  ambush, After 
sunset  t h e  Sauks and the Foxes a r r ived  and prepared to  camp 
far the  night .  While they were unloading their canoes the  
Sioux jumped t o  t h e i r  f e e t  and with a horr ib le  y e l l  f e l l  up- 
2 
on t h e i r  victims. Only one brave and a boy escaped, 
I n  1831 a war par ty  of Sauks and Foxes, eager f o r  r e -  
venge, went up the  Mississippi.  From the b lu f f s  opposite 
P r a i r i e  du Chien t h e i r  sp ies  saw a camp of Sioux almost under 
t he  guns of old For t  Crawford. Waiting until night ,  tb 
Sauka and Foxes s t r ipped themselves of everything except tb 
g i r d l e s  holding t h e i r  tomahawks and scalping knives. Then 
they swam across the r i v e r .  S t ea th i ly  they c r ep t  up t o  the  
Sioux camp, While t h e i r  enemies l a y  asleep they k i l l e d  
aeventaen chiefa and braves, besides some women and c h i l ~ e n .  
Eefore the Sioux mew what had happened the  Sauks and Foxes 
escaped, orossing tb r i v e r ,  t h e y  leaped into t h e i r  canoes 
& 
and re tu rned  t o  t h e i r  v i l l age  in Iowa. 
Sometjmes the Sioux were vic tor ious ,  a t  other  t b e s  
the Sauks and Foftes, And so the warfare continued. Somethes 
t rouble  arose over s to len  horses, and sometimes a lone Indian 
was caught by a band of the  enemy and k i l l ed .  More o f t en  the 
c l a s se s  occurred when the t r a i l s  of hunting p a r t i e s  happened 
2 
t o  cross.  
Perhaps t he  g rea tes t  Indian war t o  be  fought in Iowa 
was the  Black Hawk War, This war was ca r r i ed  on ch i e f ly  be- 
tween Indian and white. Chief Black aawk, a subordinate 
ch ie f  of the  Sauk and Fox Indians was the  chief leader  of the  
Black Ha*War of 1832, 
By t r e a ty  of November 3, 1804, concluded a t  St ,  Louis, 
the  Sauks and Foxes had agreed t o  surrender a l l  t h e i r  l and  
on t h e  e a s t  s ide  of the Mississippi ,  but the land had been 
l e f t  undistu xbe u n t i l  the .s thrown 
ment .  Keokuk and the  major i ty  of h i s  people, bowlns t o  the 
inev i tab le ,  soon aoved across the Miss iss ippi  i n t o  whet i s  
nou Iowa, but Black Hawk declined to  leave, maintaining t h a t  
when he bad signed the  t r e a t y  of St. Louis, he had been de- 
ceived r eca r  
entered i n t o  
i t s  t e  
t i a t i o  
nns 
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. 
w i t  
the s 
ths  Wi 
am9 time 
ond Kickapoo t o  e n l i s t  them i n  concerted opposition t o  cne 
1 
aggression of the  white, 
By the  spr ing of 1831 so much f r i c t i o n  had taken place 
between the  s e t t l e r s  and Indians t h a t  Governor Reynolds of 
I l l i n o i s ,  was induced t o  c a l l  out the  m i l i t i a .  General Gains, 
de s i r i ng  t o  avoid the expense of a demonstration, summoned 
Black Hawk and h i s  f r i ends  t o  a convention a t  For t  Armstrong, 
but a v io len t  scene followed and the convention came t o  nothing. 
On June f i f t een th ,  the m i l i t i a  l e f t  t h e i r  camp a t  Rushville 
and marched upon Black Hawk's v i l l age .  Finding t h a t  Black Hawk 
and h i s  people had effected t h e i r  escape sho r t l y  before, they 
burned t h e  lodges. Immediately afterward Gaines demanded t h a t  
all the  hos t i l e  warriors  should present  themselves f o r  a peace 
t a l k ,  and on June t h i r t i e t h  Black Hawk and twenty-seven of his 
fol lowers  signed a t r ea ty  with Gover~or  Reynolds by which they 
a v e e d  t o  abs ta in  from fu r the r  h o s t i l i t i e s  and r e t i r e  t o  the 
f a r t h e r  a ide  of the Mississippi.  
During the followin3 winter Black Hawk, l i k e  his grea t  
Shawnee predecessor, Tecumseh, sent  e?nissaries in all di rec-  
t i o n s  t o  uln various t r i b e s  t o  h is  i n t e r e s t ,  and is  s a i d  t o  
have endeavored, though unsuccessfully, t o  des t roy the  author- 
i t y  of h i s  awn head chief ,  Keokuk, or cownit him t o  a w a r  
2 
aga ins t  t h e  whites. 
l ~ r e d a r i c k  Webb Hodge, -- Hand Book a f  American Indians 
North of Mexico (Washington Government z i n t i n q  Cff ice ,  1a07) , 
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On Apri l  1, 1832, General Atkinson received orders t o  demand 
from the  Sauk and Foxes the chief members of a band who had 
massacred sane Menominee the year before. Arriving a t  the  
rapids  of Des Moines River on the t en th ,  he found that Black 
Hawk had recrossed the Mississippi  four days previously a t  
the  head of a band estimated a t  2,000, of whom more than 500 
were warriors .  Again the m i l i t i a  were ca l l ed  out, while Atkin- 
son s e n t  word t o  warn the s e t t l e r s ,  and co l lec ted  a l l  the  
1 
regula r  troops available.  
Meantime Black Hawk proceeded up Rock River, expecting 
t h a t  he would be joined by the Winnebago and Pottawattmie, but 
only a few small bands responded. Regiments of m i l i t i a  were 
by t h i s  time pushing up i n  pursui t  of him, but  they were poor- 
l y  disciplined and unuaed t o  Indian warfare, while jealousy 
ex i s ted  among the c m a n d e r s .  Two brigades under I s a i a h  S t i l l -  
man, which had puahed on i n  close pursui t ,  were met by th ree  
Indians bearing a f l a g  of t ruce;  bu t  s ince  other  Indiana showed 
themselves nearby, treachery was feared, and i n  the  confusion 
2 
one of the  bearers  of the f l a g  was shot  down, A general  but  
d i sorder ly  pursui t  of the remainder ensued, when the  pursuers 
were suddenly f a l l e n  upon by Black HBwk a t  t h e  head of Forty 
war r io rs  and driven from the f i e l d ,  May a, 1832, in  a disgrace- 
f u l  rou t .  Blaok Hawk naw l e t  loose his followers against the 
i r o n t i e r  set t lemanta,  many of which were burned and t h e i r  
43 
occupants slain, but although able  t o  cu t  o f f  small  bands of 
Ind ians  the  m i l i t i a  and r e g u l a r s  were some time a b l e  t o  do 
1 
l i t t l e  i n  r e t a l i a t i o n .  On June twenty-fourth Black Hawk made 
an  a t t a c k  on Apple River  f o r t ,  but  was repulsed,  and on t h e  
day fol lowing defeated Major Dement s b a t t a l i o n ,  though w i t h  
heavy l o s s  t o  h i s  own s ide .  On Ju ly  twen ty - f i r s t ,  however, 
v h i l e  t r y i n g  t o  c ross  t o  t h e  west s i d e  of Wisconsin River ,  he 
was overtaken by volunteers  under General James D. 3enry and 
c rush ing ly  defea ted  w i t h  a l o s s  of s ix ty-e ight  k i l l e d  and many 
more wounded, With t h e  remainder of h i s  f o r c e  he r e t r e a t e d  
t o  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  which he reached a t  t h e  mouth of t h e  Bad 
Axe River ,  and was about t o  c ross  when in te rcep ted  by t h e  
s t e r n e r ,  Warrior, which s h e l l e d  his camp, T?ie fol lowing day, 
Aumst  t h i r d ,  the pursuing t roops  under Atkinsons came up w i t h  
his band and a P t a r  a desperate  e t ruggle  k i l l e d  or drwe i n t o  
t h e  r i v e r  more t h a n  150 while f o r t y  were captured. Nost of 
thoae who reached t h e  o the r  s i d e  were subsequently c u t  o f f  by 
t h e  Sloux. Black Hawk and h i s  p r i n c i p a l  war r io r ,  Neapope, es- 
csped, however, t o  t h e  northward, whither  they  were followed 
2 
and captured  by some Winnebago, 
In order  t o  avoid f u r t h e r  t roub le ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  author-  
i t i e s  decided t o  t ake  Black Hawk t o  an e a s t e r n  pr i son .  He 
m ~ d e  no p r o t e s t  o ther  than  t o  u t t e r  an impassioned speech of 
f a r e w e l l  t o  h i s  t r i b e .  
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It is not surpr is ing t h a t  a warrior  with t h i s  indomi- 
t a b l e  s p i r i t  should prove of great  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  white men, 
He was taken t o  Fortress Monroe, Vfrginia,  but confined there  
only a month--striking up a great  f r iendship  wi th  the cam- 
man.der. Then he was taken, st ill as a prisoner of w a r ,  on a 
t o u r  of t he  p r inc ipa l  c i t i e s ,  where he made speeches - on behalf 
of the Indians, and was given close a t t en t ion .  On h i s  r e t u n  
west it was in te res t ing  t o  note t h a t  he made a t ruce  wi th  
Keokuk, and even went with the l a t t e r  on a spec i a l  t r i p  t o  
Washington. Had he united i n  h i s  own person the wisdom and 
eloquence of Keokuk, with h i s  own bravery and s k i l l  i n  b a t t l e ,  
1 
the  white man would have had a foe indeed. 
Black Hawk was re leased on parole and never agaia  took 
up arms against  the  Americans. After h i s  t r i p  e a s t  w i th  
Keokuk he s e t t l e d  on the Des Moims River, where he met a 
peaceful  end, October 3, 1838. He was given an Lnposing fun- 
e r a l ,  such as hia vainglorious soul  must have loved. H i s  
body was dreased i n  a uniform presented by General Andrew 
Jackson, wi th  a sword from the same donor. In the  other  hand 
was a cane given him by Henry Clay, In l i f e  he had met de- 
2 
f e a t ;  but  i n  death he was honored even by h i s  enemies, 
lJ. Walker McSpadden, Indian Heroes (New York: Thomas 
Y. Crowell Co., 1950). PPO 2 m 5 8 .  
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CHAPTER V 
THE TREATIES OF THE INDIANS 
On January 28, 1904, Congress passed a law s e t t i n g  
as ide  enough money fo r  the compiling and p r i n t i r g  of all 
t r e a t i e s  then in  the hands of the Cammissioner of Indian 
Affa i r s .  The government p r in t ing  off  i c e  in Washington 
p r in t ed  the two volumes on Indian Affa i rs ,  Laws and Trea t ies ,  
This was compiled t o  December 1, 1902. According t o  this 
publ ica t ion,  the one and only authentic  l i s t ,  t he re  were 
many t r e a t i e s  made between the Indian In Iowa and the Fed- 
e r a l  Government. Many of these t r e a t i e s  a f fec ted  the Indian 
1 
and ul t imate ly  moved him from our s t a t e .  
A8 white a e t t l e r s  began t o  come t o  Iowa t h e  Indians 
again and again were compelled t o  b id  farewel l  t o  tbir 
na t ive  v i l l a g e s  and t o  move t o  new homes, Even before w h i t e  
e e t t l e r a  were allowed t o  l i v e  i n  Iowa, tbe S a u b  and Foxes 
i n  1824 gave up a t r i angula r  shaped region in what l a  nuu 
1 
Lee County, f o r  the half-breeds. 
A half-breed was a person, usually,  whose f a t h e r  was 
white and whose mother was an Indian, The half-breeds ordi-  
n a r i l y  l i v e d  wi th  the  t r i b e  of t h e i r  mother. The Indians 
l ~ h a r l e s  J. Kappler (ed)  , Indian Affairs,  Laws and 
Trea t i e s  (Washinston: ~ o v e n n e n t ~ i ~ c e ~ ~ ~ e f a c e ,  
%ahan and Gallaher, OJ* 2 , s  P a  a6, 
were in t e r e s t ed  in them and i n  1824 gave them t h i s  land for 
1 
t h e i r  home. White men soon traded or cheated them out of it. 
You have already learned how the Sioux a d  the  Sauka 
and Foxes i n  1830, each gave up a s t r i p  of land twenty miles 
wide i n  nmtheas te rn  Iowa t o  the  government t o  form a neu t ra l  
a rea  between them. A t  the same time the  Indians In western 
Iowa gave up t b i r  claims t o  the Missouri slope, 
Later  the  Winnebagoes were moved over fran Wisconsin 
i n to  the Neutral Ground, and the  Pottawattamiels with some 
of their kinsmen, the Ottawas and Chippewas, were brought 
from I l l i n o i s  t o  occupy the government-owned laud in  south- 
western Iowa. 
A t  the  close of the  Black Hawk War, in 1832, the Sauks 
and Foxea gave up a s t r i p  of land along tb Miasisalppi  
River. Thia was about fifty miles wide and extended frcrm t h e  
Neutral Ground on the  nor th  t o  Missouri on the  sauth, A 
t r e a t y  council  was held, a t  which the  Indians a p e d  t o  give 
up t h e i r  land, a t  the present s i t e  of Davenport. General 
Winfield Scot t  and Governor John Reynolds of I l l i n o i s  repre-  
sented the United States.  Antolne L e ~ l a i r e  w a s  t h e  in te rpre -  
t e r .  The land secured fran the  Indians a t  this council  w a s  
f i r s t  c a l l e d  Scot t  I s  Purchase and l a t e r  the  Black Hawk Fur- 
ohaae. 
47 
So many white s e t t l e r s  moved i n t o  t h i s  s t r i p  t h a t  in 
1837 the  government made another pwchase from t h e  Sauks and 
Foxes, This %rac t  l a y  weat of the Black Hawk Purchase, 
A year e a r l i e r ,  t h a t  i s  i n  1836, the four  hundred 
square miles on the  Iowa River, known as Keokukts Reserve, 
had been so ld  t o  t he  government, This was t b  t r a c t  t h a t  had 
been given t o  Keokuk and his band because they did not  jo in  
1 
Black Hawk In his war against  the  whites. 
The government obtained the  land from t h e  Indians by 
t r e a t y  councils,  same held i n  Washington and, o thers  i n  t h e  
l and  of the Indians. The President sent  delegates t o  repre-  
sen t  the  United S t a t e s  and the t r i b e s  were represented by 
t h e i r  chiefa ,  In exchange f o r  t he  land the government usually 
agreed t o  pay a c e r t a i n  amount of money t o  th'e Indians and 
t o  g ive  thorn c e r t a i n  goods such a s  blankets, c lo th ,  . tobacco, 
powder, and salt, Sometimes, too, the  government promised , 
t o  b u i l d  a blacksmith ahop, t o  lay out farms, t o  e s t a b l i s h  a 
school, and t o  help move them t o  t h e i r  new hame. 
T h e  council of 1842, a t  which the Sauks and Foxes 
agreed t o  give up thrs  r e s t  of t h e i r  l and  in Iowa, was held a t  
Agency City about s i x  miles e a s t  of t h e  present c i t y  of 
Ottumwa. A l a rge  t e n t  was erected f o r  t h e  ceremony, Captain 
hahem and Gallaher, PP. l.47, u9. 
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Jamea Allen was there  with a company of dragoons from For t  
Des Moines t o  keep order. John Chambers, governor of the 
t e r r i t o r y  of Iowa, represented the United S ta tes ,  He was 
dressed in the showy uniform of a b r igad ie r  general  t o  impress 
the  Indians. During the  council he occupied a s e a t  on a 
r a i s e d  plht fona a t  one ehd of the tent .  Near him sat the  
i n t e r p r e t e r ,  Antolne LeClaire, and some other .  white men, In 
f r o n t  of the  platform was a circular ran of s e a t s  f o r  the  
1 
chiefs .  
The Indians wore their best  blankets, g a i l y  decorated 
with f a n t a s t i c  f igures ,  Some had a headdress of red-dyed 
horse h a i r  t i e d  t o  t h e  scalp lock, Others had f ea the r s  and 
f i n e  plumage in t h e i r  hai r ,  Many wore j ingl ing b race l e t s  on 
t h e i r  wrists and dangles o r  r ings  i n  t h e i r  e a r s .  They 
c a r r i e d  fancy war club8 and spears decorated wi th  colored 
fea thera ,  Fringed leggings and deerskin s h i r t s  ornamented 
with  porcupine q u i l l s  completed the lr cos tmes ,  
Governor Chwbers made a speech, and the .  i n t e r p r e t e r  
explained it t o  th Indians, sentence by sentence, as he 
went along, Then t h e  chiefs  repl ied ,  and Mr. LeClairs t r ans -  
l a t e d  t h e i r  words t o  the whites. The Indians t o l d  about the  
g rea t  green meadows of t h e i r  Iowa hme, and f i n e  groves of 
sycamore and walnut t r e e s  along the  streama, and the  beauty 
of the  p r a i r i e  flowers, No other  land, they.thought,  could 
be so  f i n e ,  
The Council l a s ted  many days, A t  l a s t ,  on October 11, 
1842, t h e  t r e a t y  was signed. The government agreed t o  pay 
the debts  of the t r i b e s  t o  t h e  t r ade r s  and $40,000 a year 
f o r  severa l  years, For t h i s  amount the  Sauks and Foxes prom- 
i s e d  t o  give up nearly one-third of the  area  of Iowa, The 
Indians agreed t o  vacate the land as  f a r  west a s  a l i n e  north 
and south t h r o u ~ h  the. Red Rocks of Marion County. bv May 1. 
1843. They promis 
i n  1845, and t o  ma 
give 
1 
88. 
the 
". Y  w .  
of the  t r a c t  
A t  t he  c lose  of t b  council  Governor Chambers advised 
the  Indians t o  l i v e  a t  peace and t o  leave d u s k y  alone. He 
t o l d  them t h a t  they ahould l e a r n  t o  work, as  t h i s  would keep 
them out of t rouble  and enable them t o  have whatever they 
needed. The braves l i s t e n e d  to  t h i s  advice but d idn ' t  care 
much f o r  it, The idea L t h a t  they the ir blankets  and 
fea ther8  should work l i k e  squaws sounded r id iculous ,  
In  1846 the government made a t r e a t y  wi th  t he  Potta- 
wattamiea by which they agreed t o  move frm Iowa t o  Kansas, 
During the a m  year  the Wimebagoea m i s e d  t o  give up 
%bid -* ' pp. 
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t h e i r  home in the Neutral Ground f o r  a new reztervation i n  
Minnesota. The Pottawattamies soon took up t h e i r  march t o  
Kansas, and the  Winnebagoea, with an escor t  of mounted so l -  
d i e r s  from Fort  Atkinaon, l e f t  f o r  Minnesota In  1848. Only 
the  Sioux mmained. 
I n  1851 these Indians agreed t o  s e l l  t h e i r  l and  In 
northern Iowa t o  the government. I n  t h i s  way a l l  of the  
p r a i r i e 8  and h i l l s  and woodlands which the Indians once 
1 
owned in Iowa passed in to  the  possession of t he  white man. 
Actually the  United S ta tes  Government paid f o r  Iowa 
land twice, The United S t a t e s  first paid France f o r  i t  i n  
1803 and l a t e r  bought it from the  Indians, 
We do not know exactly how much the  government paid 
t he  Indiana f o r  Iowa land, P a r t  was paid  in cash while the  
r e s t  was merchandise and food. Sometimes the government paid 
aevera l  t r i b e s  f o r  the  same land. Boundariee were no t  c l ea r -  
2 
17 marked. We h o w  the  amount paid was over $2,887,500. 
CHAPTER V I  
< 
HOW THE INDIAN LIVED 
Before the Black Hawk War few white people Uved i n  
Iowa. Only Indians l ived I n  the  v i l l a g e s  which the  t r a v e l e r  
found here and there  on the p r a i r i e  or in the timber by the 
l akes  and r i ve r s .  There were no churches, no f ac to r i e s .  
and 
r 
no school buildings i n  these Indian v i l l ages ,  There 
were only the tepees or wickiups of the  Indians, the  only 
paving was the  p r a i r i e  grass,  the  only l i g h t s  were the camp 
.. 
I 
f i r e s .  
In the  ea r ly  days, when a Pla ins  Indian baby was 
born, hia grandmother was usual ly  the f i r s t  person t o  tab 
care  of him. She took the  baby and rubbed him all over wi th  
warm, melted f a t  from a deer o r  from a buffa lo  cow. This 
was t o  make the baby's skin s o f t  and smooth. It kept him 
clean,  too, as  soap does. Next the  grandmother wrapped h h  
i n  l i t t l e ,  soft-tanned rabb i t  or squ i r r e l  skins,  and then 
2 
put him i n  h i s  cradle,  
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some Pla ins  Indian t r i b e s  had two kinds of cradles.  
Tbe f irst kind, In to  which the new baby was put, and where 
most babies s l ep t  a l l  night u n t i l  they were about two years 
old,  was very simple. This cradle was just  a tube of buf- 
f a l o  hide, not worked and rubbed, or tanned, t o  make it 
s o f t ;  but  sun b l e d ,  So i t  would be s t i f f .  Hide prepared 
t h i s  way was ca l led  rawhide. It had an unfinished surface 
t h a t  f e l t  a l i t t l e  l i k e  b lo t t ing  paper, and it took pa in t s  
made of e a r t h  colors  easi ly.  The woman painted sharp- 
edged designs, l i k e  diamonds and t r i ang les ,  on t h e  cradles  
wi th  blue and red  and yellow earths.  
The second kind of cradle was harder t o  make. F i r s t ,  
the  grandmother whi t t l ed  out f l a t  boards, of cedar wood. 
The wh i t t l i ng  took a long tlme because the only t o o l  the  o ld  
lady had wae a knife.  When the boards were f l a t  and smboth, 
the  grandmother pointed t h e i r  top ends and rounded off  the  
bottcm ones. Then the f in ished boards were about three  and 
a half f e e t  long, four Inches wide, and half an inch thick. 
next, the grandmother made a bag, or  case, of s o f t -  
tanned deer  hide. She bent a curved piece of buf fa lo  raw- 
hide across the  top of the  cradle,  from one board t o  t he  
other .  Then she s t re tched the so f t  skin bag over the  boaMs, 
and tb rawhide, She t i e d  the bag l i g h t l y  a t  the  bottom, 
where the baby's fee t  would r e s t .  She fastened the  case t o  
the  back boards with rawhide s t r i ngs .  Last of a l l ,  she l i n e d  
the  case with small, Soft skins and l a i d  the  baby inside.  
She covered him over with other s o f t  l i t t l e  hldes, ins tead  
of wi th  shee t s  and blankets,  
This  was a good cradle.  It made the  baby safe ,  even 
i f  t he  c r ad l e  were accidenta l ly  dropped o r  f e l l  when tb 
mother Was busy. no matter  what the mother was doing, r i d ing  
o r  walking o r  working, she could f e e l  sure  t h a t  her baby 
would not be e a s i l y  hurt.  
A Pla ins  Indian ch i ld  spent most of h i s  f i r s t  two 
years  i n  h i s  cradle.  Several times a day the baby's mother 
o r  grandmother would take him out; wash him; and rub his  l egs  
and arms wi th  f a t  t o  keep t h e m  clean and t o  make them grow 
a t r a igh t  and supple. Sometimes his f a the r  o r  grandfather 
would take  t be baby out of the  cradle.  Then he would hold 
t h e  c h i l d  on h i s  lap,  and l e t  him s t r e t c h  and kick and p a w .  
But durin3 a l l  the hours when the  grownups were busy, t h e  
baby was In h i s  cradle,  which hung from a tepee pole o r  t i e d  
t o  t h e  horn of the mother's saddle. The baby would watch 
everything t h a t  went on around him and s t i l l  be sa fe  and out 
of the way. Often the  baby was S O  comfortable and happy in 
crad le  t h a t  bs c r i ed  when he Was taken out of it- After  
t h e  baby laarnsd  t o  walk, he was taught t h a t  t he  bes t  place 
or a t  l e a s t  the s a fe s t  place t o  be Was r i g h t  in f ron t  of the  
54 
tepee doorwag- He was taught t o  play there  u n t i l  he was about 
1 
four  ye ars old, 
A t  the age of SIX, an Indian boy was given h i s  f i r s t  
t i n y  bow and arrows, and a g i r l  was given her f i rs t  doll .  
The ch i ld ren  played wi th  t h e i r  toys, but it was more than 
plaging. A ch i ld  was t o l d  t h a t  i f  he were old  enough t o  
have th ings  of hi8 own, he was old enough t o  take care  of 
them and t o  use them in the  r i g h t  way. A l l  the chi ldren t r i e d  
t o  follow t h i s  good advice. 
The most exci t ing thing t h a t  happened t o  a Pla ins  
Indian boy was h i s  f i r s t  buffalo hunt. He remembered it al- 
ways, even a f t e r  he got t o  be an old  man, 
Early In the morning, the  camp announcers went about, 
c a l l i n g  aut f o r  all the men who wanted t o  go hunting t o  g e t  
food f o r  t h e i r  famil ies  t o  come t o  a c e r t a i n  tepee, The men 
came fran t h e i r  own tepees, eachwearing nothing bu t  a breech- 
c lou t  and a pa i r  of mocassins. Buffalo hunting was hard 
work and c lothes  get i n  the men's way. Every man c a r r i e d  
h i s  bow and arrows,  and had a strong, sharp knife  t i e d  t o  
the  b e l t  t h a t  held up his breechclout, 
When all the  men were ready, the  one who had been 
e l ec t ed  hs ad of the game wardens fo r  t h a t  hunt t o l d  them what 
l m i d  ., P. 25. 
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they were t o  do. He t o l d  every man when, t o  r i d e ,  and 
warned them a l l  t o  keep quie t  u n t i l  they came t o  the  buffalo 
t he  buf fa lo  away, Then he would  be forbidden t o  hunt fo r -  
1 
a long time, u n t i l  he learned b e t t e r  behavior. The men and 
boys rode out of the camp just  at  dawn, The men rode bare- 
back and t h e  horses were unshod, so there  were few sounds, 
When the hunters came t o  the buffa lo  herd. thev s t o ~ ~ e d  and 
That was t he  signal f 
s t a r t  shooting, When 
t h e i r  horsea forward 
'or the men t o  r i d e  in to  the herd and 
. tb signal  came, a l l  t he  hunters kicked 
Into a gallop, The r i d e r s  s t re tched  ou t  I 
as  f a r  forward over t h e i r  horses1 heads as they could reach, I 
and shot  a s  hard and as  f a s t  as  they knew how. Afterwards a I 
man could t a l l  which buffalo he had shot because h i s  armwa 
2 
ware palnted with h i s  o m  design. 
The shooting was over very quickly. Almost as  soon as 
the  hunters charged, the buffa lo  ran  away, Sometimes a 
buf fa lo  t ha t  had been shot  but  not  k i l l e d  would charge a t  a 
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man and try t o  k i l l  him. Then the man would r i d e  away if he 
could, but if he could not escape, a l l  th hunters would t r y  
. t o  shoot t h a t  one buffa lo  and save the man. Afterwards the  
hunters  decided whose arrow had s t ruck the animal first. 
If  they  couldn't  agree, the game wardens divided the  meat 
- 
l. 
fram t h e  buffa lo  among the hunters whose arrows had hit it. 
The women followed when the  men went hunting, When 
the  shooting was w e r ,  the women came up with the  pack 
horses,  t o  help wi th  skinning and cu t t ing  up t h e  meat, The 
women helped with t h i s  s o r t  of work because they  h e w  what 
they wanted t o  use the buffalo hides fo r ,  and how t o  ge t  
them off b e s t  for t h a t  purpose, 
When an Indian boy was fourteen, he went on h i s  f irst  
w a r  party. He did not take p a r t  in the f igh t ing ,  but  he 
would help with the camp chores and do a good job of watch- 
ing how it waa done, so t ha t  when he uas o l d  enough, he 
would how, 
A Plains  Indian boy did a very important thing,  r e -  
l i g ious ly ,  when he was about fourteen, Re went out,  a l l  
alone, t o  look for a n p i r i t  guardian who would help and pro- 
t e c t  him fo r  the r e s t  of h i s  l i f e .  The boy went t o  a h l l l  
o r  nose t h a t  was not too f a r  from camp, There hs stayed 
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a l l  alone, f o r  four days and nights. During t h a t  time, the  
boy was not  supposed t o  e a t  or  drink, but t o  pray and wait  
f o r  the s p i r i t  to  come t o  hlm. Because these  s p i r i t  viaions 
were considered very sacred, the boys t o l d  them t o  no one, 
but  kept t h e i r  visions secre t  In  t h e i r  own hearts. Only 
1 
very old  men ever to ld  about t h e i r  visions. 
A 3  the g i r l s  grew up they were taught the ways of a 
woman's l i f e ,  They were taught a l l  the things t h a t  a woman 
needed t o  h o w  i n  order t o  take care of her family, S t i l l  
t h e  g i r l s  had a good time. They played games and enjoyed 
t a l k i n g  things aver in groups, 
The Indian woman cooked over the  f i r e  b u i l t  on the 
d i r t  f l o o r  of the  lodge or  over a camp f i r e  outside,  Perhaps 
she bo i led  venison wi th  corn and beans in a pot s e t  among 
the  coals ,  Anothsr day she might have pork or fish, or  per- 
hapa she cooked one of the dogs. Sometimes t h e  sqnaw r o l l e d  
a f i s h  or a piece of meat In c l ay  o r  i n  leaves and baked it 
in the coals, For desser t ,  once i n  a while, the  Indians had 
fresh atrawberriea , plums, grapes, crabapples, o r  maple 
mgar, but an Indian woman never baked a cake, or p ie ,  o r  a 
2 
pudding, She did not even bake bread such as ours, 
The Indians did not have three  meals a day as  ws do, 
They a t e  whenever they  were hungry and had food t o  e a t ,  When 
b i d  -* @ p. 35. 
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the  meal was ready the man and his  guests were served f irst .  
After  they had f in ished the woman and chi ldren a t e  what was 
l e f t .  There were no cha i r s  and tables ,  The family s a t  
a r ~ u n d  t h e  bowl or pot and dipped out the food wi th  spoons, 
1 
or  took pieces  of meat o r  f i s h  in t h e i r  hands. 
In the spr ing the squaws usually planted a garden, 
They had no horses and plows t o  t u rn  the tough p r a i r i e  sod. 
They d i d  not even have sharp spades or  hoes, With sharp 
pointed s t i c k s  or  crude hoes made of shell o r  f l a t  bone 
fas tened  t o  a handle, they planted corn, beans, and pumpkin 
melon, and squash seeds f o r  food, and perhaps some gourd 
2 
seeds f o r  r a t t l e s  and dippers, 
It was not u n t i l  a young man had been on severa l  hunts 
and had made h i s  f i r s t  raid, s o  he bad proved t h a t  he could 
br ing  home buffalo and horses, tha t  he could begin t o  t b h k  
about ge t t i ng  married, Usually he thought th ings  over f u r  
a long time befare he made up his mind what g i r l  he wanted 
t o  marry. 
Then the young man went t o  h i s  f a t h e r  and t o l d  him 
about it, If the  f a t h e r  thought t h a t  it was a l l  r i g h t ,  and 
t h a t  hla son was old enough and wise enough t o  maim h i s  o m  
home, he agreed, He gave h i s  consent t o  his son marrying, 
l r b l d ,  (~hj .3  re fe rs  t o  Mahan and Gallaher, PO 88) 0 
-
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A few days l a t e r ,  the boy's parents  put on the- bes t  
c lo thes  and went 
- 
' t o  see the Family of the g ir  son had 
chosen, To show t h e i r  respect  f o r  t h e  g i r l  and he r  people, 
ths boy's parent IS took presents  with them: horses 
tanned hldee, and knives, and perhaps c l o t h  t h a t  they  had 
bought from the white t raders ,  They did not  mention t h e i r  
presents ;  they just  t i e d  the horses, loaded with the  goods, 
outs ide  the tepee door, Then the boy's family went ins ide  
and s a t  down and ta lked t o  the g i r l ' s  parents. They s a i d  
1 
t h e i r  son wiahed t o  marry the other family's daughter. 
When the young man's family had explained th ings  and 
had gone home, the  ~ i r l ' s  parents t o l d  her about what had 
- 
happened. Since 
time, aha hatura 
- - 
she was s i t t i n g  ins ide  the 
,Sly knew about it, but  her 
tepee 
family 
a l l  t h e  
t o l d  her  
anyway. The g i r l  did not  have t o  marry the young man if she 
d idn ' t  want t o ,  She could explain how she f e l t  t o  her par- 
enta ,  Then they took tb horses and the r e s t  of the presents  
back t o  the young man's parents. 
But i f  the young woman was pleaaed and s a i d  so, her  
family kept t h e  g i f t a ,  Then the g i r l ' s  parents  began ge t t i ng  
thing8 ready t o  take t o  the young man's family, They chose 
the b e s t  thlnga they awned t o  give away, When everything had 
been &athered together  and loaded on horseback, the g i r l  
*essed in her bes t  clothes. Then with her family following 
her ,  she l ed  t he  horses over t o  the young manf s tepee. His 
mother and s i s t e r s  Came out t o  meet the bride,  and take  t h e  
horses she was leading. Then the boy's r e l a t i v e s  l ed  t he  
b r ide  i n s ide  t h e i r  tepee, and from tha t  time on she was a 
1 
member of t h a t  family a s  wel l  as her  own, 
Making the  f i r s t  tepee f o r  he r  new hame was the  most 
exc i t i ng  th ing f o r  the young woman; as  exc i t ing  as the f b s t  
buf fa lo  hunt was f o r  a young man, 
A l l  t he  older women gathered a t  the tepee ef t he  g i r l f a  
mother. A woman who was a s k i l l e d  c u t t e r  cu t  the  buffa lo  
hides I n t o  jus t  t he  r i g h t  pieces with her  knife.  Then a l l  
the women worked t o  sew the pieces of skin  together  and make 
2 
t he  tepee cover. 
After t h a t  was f inished,  the older  women gave the  
b r ide  her  presents.  Because the  tepee and all the M i n g s  t h a t  
went wi th  it belonged t o  the woman of the family, they gave 
her womanla th ings  : tepee poles, and gourd dippers,  and 
bucketa. They gave her willow-rod beds, with hides f o r  bed- 
coverlnqs, and painted rawhide cases t o  hold food and c lo thes  
3 
t h a t  she wanted t o  s t o r e  away. 
The older  people were Very much I'Ospected by the  
'1bid -* p. 39. 
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younger P la ins  Indians f o r  t h e i r  wisdom and good advice. 
When t h e  time came f o r  a  man t o  die,  he was g rea t ly  mourned 
by h i s  family and fr iends.  Perhaps h i s  wife and ch i ld ren  
grieved f o r  him so much tha t  they gashed the  skin of t h e i r  
arms and l egs  till the blood ran. Women of ten  cut off t h e i r  
h a i r  when they were i n  mourning f o r  a  loved one. For a s e a r  
t he  hole family paint 
- - 
ed t h e i r  faces  wi th  ashee ins tead of 
wi th  e a r t h  colors ,  They wore old, ragged clothes. In r e -  
1 
spect  of t h e  dead, they never spoke h i s  name again. 
Nearly a l l  Indians believed in a supreme, supernatura l  
Being c a l l e d  by different names in d i f f e r en t  t r i be s .  Such 
namea aa Wakonda, Tirawa, and Manito were we l l  known, White 
men , sua l ly  t rans la ted  , a l l  such words, "Great 3pIPi t  ." Of 
t he  highest  concept of re l ig ion,  a b i l i t y  t o  grasp the indef i -  
nite--such aa the I n f i n i t e  and the  e te rna l ,  the  Indian had 
l i t t l e  appreciation. 
The Indian r e l i e d  upon o r a l  nar ra t ives  and drawings 
of h i s  experiences, It i s  not surpr i s ing  t h a t  t h e r e  were 
numerous c rea t ion  s t o r i e s  among the  various t r i b e s .  The m a i n  
pointa i n  these  a to r i e s  are  similar, The Great S p i r i t  
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crea ted  the world as an is land i n  a g rea t  sea. This world 
was i nhe r i t ed  by a race of giants ,  ca l led  Aiyamwoy, bJI 
monsters who dwelt imder the sea, by g rea t  snakes, by f i e r c e  
submarine panthers, and by the  Thunder Birds, c a l l ed  Nenemi- 
kiwuk, who were t he  gods of w a r  and of storms, Lightning 
was caused when t h e  Thund.erers blinked t h e i r  eyes, Between 
these  mom t e r s  there  was constant warfare,  The Nenemikiwuk 
preyed upon the serpents  with thunderbolts,  That i s  why 
snakes were not  des i red  about the lodge, because l igh tn ing  
1 
of t en  s t r i k e s  places where they lurk ,  
O f  the  warfare between men and the  e v i l  c rea tures  
which l i ved  i n  the world, there were many s to r ies .  There 
seems t o  be a common agreement t h a t  Grandmother E a r t h  gave 
b i r t h  t o  a daughter and t h a t  t h i a  daughter became the mother 
of a eon, The name given t o  t h i s  boy, who was a l so  t h e  son 
of the Great S p i r i t ,  varies,  a cuumon fonn being Wisaka, 
When t h i s  asmi-divine youth grew t o  manhood he waged incessant  
w a r  on the  e v i l  monsters. Again and again the  monsters t r i e d  
t o  k i l l  Wiaaka but  aucceeded only In s laying his younger 
b ro the r  who became the r u l e r  of the land of the  dead. Ice  
covered the ear th ,  but Wisaka survived, t o g e t b r  w i th  t h e  
planta ,  animals, and men, The monsters l ikewise sen t  a flood 
l ~ u t h  A. Gallaher, "Realm of t h e  ~ p L r i t , "  The Palimp- 
s e s t ,  V O ~ .  XYXVIII, Iowa City, Iowa (February, IT), pp. 02- 
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upon the  ear th ,  but again f a i l e d  t o  destroy Wisaka. F ina l ly ,  
the  e v i l  powers decided t o  compromise with him and inducted 
hlm i n t o  the Medicine Lodge, giving t o  mankbd long l i f e  and 
immorality. It was Wisaka, too, who brought f i r e  and 
tobacco t o  man from the abode of the gods. Having taught 
people how to  l ive ,  he withdrew t o  t h e  North where he s t i l l  
l i v e s ;  but sane day, they say, he w i l l  r e tu rn ,  I 
Around these events the Indians gradually developed 
1 
a g rea t  many myths. Some of them resemble our f a i r y  t a l e s ,  I 
a f a v o r i t e  hero being some poor young man, who by the I 
assistance of some supernatural power, ia enabled t o  perform 
magic f e a t s ,  such as  supplying game i n  g rea t  abundance t o  a 
starving v i l l age .  As a reward he marries  t he  ch i e f ' s  
dauefiter. Other s t o r i e s  have a more s i n i s t e r  implication. 
The ch i e f  charac te r  may be an e v i l  s p i r i t  who goes about the  
world e i t h e r  In human form o r  Ln the guise of an animal. 
Thia puckiah hero de l igh ts  i n  performing t r i c k s ,  most of 
which a r e  malicious. A f avo r i t e  device is  t r i c k i n g  people 
In to  e a t i n g  the  f l eah  of t h e i r  r e l a t i ves .  Sometimes t h e s e  
a t o r i e s  were of obscene character.  
I n  many of these mflhological t a l e s ,  animals played 
an important par t .  Actually, the  whole r e l i g ious  l i f e  of 
the Indians was s t rongly  a n h i s t i c .  Like children, who see 
nothing w e a s o n a b l e  i n  Peter Rabbit and Brep Fox, the  
Indians believed t h a t  not only animals, but t rees ,  rocks, 
the  sun, r i v e r s ,  mountains, and a l l  other  things were s en t i en t  
beings. 
The Indians believed t h a t  men could influence the  
s p i r i t s  by fas t ing ,  by concentration of the  mind or  medita- 
t i o n ,  by sac r i f i ce s ,  by ceremonial r i t u a l s ,  and by incanta- 
t ions .  An Indian boy was taught t h a t  he must f a s t  u n t i l  he 
secured a s ign  from the Great S p i r i t ,  usual ly  in  the form of 
a dream. Sacred bundles wi th  magic objects  were usua l ly  
c a r r i e d  on the  hunt or warpath, much a s  the  Children of 
I s r a e l  ca r r i ed  the  Ark of the Covenant. If the signs were 
unfavorable, a war par ty  would re tu rn  home, saying the  
1 
"medicine was bad," 
Sac r i f i ce  might take the  form of giving away personal 
belongings, se l f -mut i la t ion,  o r  the  k i l l i n g  of a  pr isoner  o r  
an anbal .  w i n g  the winter  of 1842-1843, f o r  example, t he  
Sac and the  Fox Indians suffered extreme cold, They were 
t o l d  by t h e i r  medicine man or prophet t h a t  they were being 
punished by tb Great S p i r i t  because they had gold t h e i r  
l a n d s  t o  the white people. To placate the offended dei ty ,  
the  Indians t i e d  a l i v e  dog t o  a t r ee ,  leaving u s  l egs  ffee* 
11bid ' p, 86. 

To the  t oe  of each foot  was suspended a medicine bag, and the  
poor dog was l e f t  t o  die and the body t o  waste away. Probably 
by t h a t  time the  weather ,warmed up, 
The Indians believed impl ic i t lv  in a l i f e  a f t e r  death. 
though t h e i r  idea  of t h e  
a land where game was p l  
- 
fu ture  ex i s t  
. en t i fu l ,  For 
.~ --- - .- . - -  . . ~  
never  got beyond 
ltaln favored i n d i  
v idua ls ,  such a s  the medicine men and the warriors ,  the  
Indians bel ieved in the reincarnation of the s p i r i t ,  although 
t h i s  might be in the form of an animal, The soul of a dead 
person was supposed t o  l i nge r  about the body f o r  a t  l e a s t  
four  days, Somethea t h i s  period l a s t e d  u n t i l  a person was 
adopted in t h e  family t o  take the place of the dead. 
Funeral ceremonies included a f e a s t  and the s a c r i f i c e  
of' c e r t a i n  animals, A horse was sometimes k i l l ed ,  t h a t  it 
might bear  t he  s p i r i t  Cd the  happy hunting ground. Dogs 
were a l s o  aacrifieed a t  the grave to  accompany the s p i r i t ,  
Tobacco, the smoke of which was incense t o  t he  Great S p i r i t ,  
was l e f t  at  almost every grave, Some thought t h a t  l i t t l e  
ch i ld ren  could not f i n d  t h e i r  way t o  land of the  dead 
1 
and 
therefope t h e i r  s p i r i t s  remained where they  were buried. 
The Indians had no wr i t t a n  account of t h e i r  r e l i g ion ,  
The s t o r i e s  were handed down by the old men and women. Spe- 
c i a l  power dwelt i n  the  "medicine menn who were a t  the  same I 
b i d  n- 
-
f i e 1  
sinrp 
thos  
poss ible  enemies--and there was no commandment t o  'love your 
1 
enemies .' 
Tama, Iowa. They have a "lodgen or socie ty  the purpose of 
which I s  t o  "make men good." Rules fo rb id  tobacco, gambling, 
o r  l i quo r  in any form, 
Religious ceremonies in most t r i b e s  a re  c a r r i e d  aut  
by men. I n  the  "lodge t o  make men goodn the  men s i t  in a 
c i r c l e  around a sacred f i r e .  They pass a gourd r a t t l e  from I 
times magicians, p r i e s t s ,  teachers,  and physicians. Women 
sometimes occupied t h i s  position. Such persons were envied, 
respected,  and feared but were generally d i s l i ked  by most of 
the Indians,  
The r e l i g i o n  of the Indians went very l i t t l e  i n t o  the  
of moral i ty a s  we how it. The s o c i a l  standards were 
: do good t o  the people in  your t r i b e  and espec ia l ly  
In your own clan. A l l  o thers  were t o  be t r e a t e d  as 
The Mesquakie belong t o  the Fox t r i be .  They l i v e  near 
- 
0 hand, The f l r a t  man s ings  a shor t ,  o r ig ina l  song, 
 he r a t t l e ,  which was used i n  the  "lodge" has a verse-  
b i d  -. s p . 8 7 .  
hand 
ahaklng tb r a t t l e  all the while, then passes the r a t t l e  t o  
tb next  man who s i n g s  h i s  song. This goes on all nigh t ,  
fram the  Bible etched on it. A t l n y  gold cross  hangs flmn I 
m~sslonary wacnlne; and the Old Indian custan of impromptu 
s inging . I 
Hay-oh-inek, the "Mesquakie" song on pages seventy and I 
seventy-one is a modern Indian song and does not mpresent  I 
the  ancient re l ig ious  ideas of the  Indians before they c m e  I 
i n  contact  with white people. The words l i t e r a l l y  mean, "Here 
1 
- L He i s  named, here He i s  pointed out," 
111. INDIAN SIGH LANGUAGE 
Slm language is used thraughout the world in one way 
or  another.  We a l l  use it every day of our l i v e s .  Nodding 
the head s i g n i f i e s  "yes," as evergone Imows; p h c i n g  a f inge r  
over the  closed l i p 8  means "hush," "don't say anything," and 
so  on, These almple s i ~ s  would not carry  one very far  If 
he were c a l l e d  upon t o  communicate wi th  another who spoke a 
different language; so  tki Indian invented such a nmnber of 
ges tures  t ha t ,  regardless of whomever an Indian m i g h t  m e t ,  
t h e m  could be ca r r ied  on, without a spoken word, rap id  con- 
veraat ion that  any number of Indians could understand. 
We use the word language loosely, f o r  Webster s t a t e s  
l ~ l b e r t  Gale with the  b o n e s ,  Beatr ice and Max, Songs I 
and S tor ies  of the  American Indians (Chicap ,  Ill. : Nsi lX.  
R ~ O ~ - K X T C O , , ~ O ~ ,  PO 4 7  
Hayoh Ineko 
{&d i 8  h d f 6 )  ~ ~ ~ U S Q U A K I E  
~ l k i l q  f&t (d . iro Rbodd and h- by  A tbu t  &rl. 
I 
7 .r 
, - - to 1s hen,  da - - di - .  - tb is here, 
a - ni - to is near 
-oh  & - OA - wu 
I" Ma - ni - t o  is here, b cia , n i  - to is here, Hq - oA i ~ r  - s - Ito, Hay - oh in  - s - ho, 
Ma - ni - to is near, 
Haw-oA is  - oA - we, 
Ma - ni - io i s  near. 
A is - s - ko. 
it t o  be: 
The body of words and methods of combining words 
used and understood by a considerable c o m n u n l ~ ,  es- 
pec i a l l y  when fixed and elaborated by long u s a p . 1  
n The term %ign language, should be ca l led  "communica- 
t i o n  by s ign ,"  f o r  indeed, no spoken word is  used. The e n t i r e  
conversat ion being ca r r i ed  on i n  various graceful  hand ges- 
t u r e s ,  t h a t  flaws i n  a sure ,  even manner. 
To express an idea, need, o r  des i re  by means of ges- 
t u r e s  w i th  the  hands, has been i n  pract ice  since early primi- 
t i v e  times. A very young baby sucks i t s  hands t o  convey the  
idea  t h a t  it i s  hungry. Today we convey meanings by signs,  
l i k e  arm s i g n a l s  when driving;  a wave of the hand in gree t ing  
frum a d i s tance ;  t h e  shaking of the f i s t  when angry; whereas 
a s y a t m  of hand s iqnala  i s  being used today by deaf mutes 
t h a t  was devised by Abbe de 1'Spee of f iance in t h e  e ighteenth  
century. 
Siqn language was invented by necessity. In the  e a r l y  
daya, t he re  were more than f i v e  hundred languages being 
spoken by aome seventy d i s t i n c t  s tocks or famil ies  of t h e  
American Indian,  In Cal i fornia ,  wi th  i t s  many l i n g u i s t i c  f m i -  
I l e a ,  some t r i b e s  l i v i n g  as c lose  as ten  miles fran one an- 
other, could not understand each other.  Therefore, the  hand 
system was devised as  a na tu ra l  method of communication wi th  
l l rnn Eyes Cody, HOW S i p  Talk -- In Pic tures  (Hol lpood,  
Ca l i forn ia :  Homer 11. ~ = t o r  A t h o  r n ) h y ,  lQ52), pa 11. 
1 
each o the r ,  
Jus t  who invented the sign language is not known. The 
lanquage reached i t s  greates t  development among the Plains 
Indians, who w e r e  constantly moving i n  search of buffalo  herds 
and thereby met other t r i b e s  on the same quest. Hence s ign 
language was t h e i r  only means of comunication, 
The e a r l i e s t  reports  In America on the use of sign 
language as  a means of comWication has been included In 
some of t h e  e a r l y  explorerst records beginn- with the landing 
of Columbus i n  .!!erica, 
The many Indian t r i b e s  experience l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t y  in 
understanding each other i n  the t e l l i n g  of s t o r i e s  of adven- 
ture ,  t a l e s  of  heroic b a t t l e  records, or requests f o r  s h e l t e r  
and food. 
The a k i l l  of any t r i b e  in  using sign language was neces- 
s a r i l y  d e t e m i m d  by the extent of i t s  use wong them. Its 
knuuledge was passed down from generation t o  generation by 
those individuals who were s k i l l e d  in i t s  use. Thus, It was 
only n a t u r a l  t h a t  i t  would undergo changes among t h e  various 
t r i b e s ,  The use of aign language was v e r y  valuable t o  warriors 
in b a t t l e .  Various scouts could give s ignals  over a grea t  
distance and thua assure a surprise ra id  on enemies. 
*he hunter found it a valuable means of s i l e n t  co-1- 
ca t ion  i n  t he  g r e a t  open p la ins  or the  s h d y  fores t s .  A 
s t a l k e r  of g- could ind ica te  t o  another jus t  how many deer  
were s igh ted ,  O r  a Par ty  of buffa lo  hunters could be warned 
as  t o  t h e  r i g h t  d i rec t ion  t o  t a b ,  
Great ch i e f s  council  found t h i s  qu i e t  means of com- 
munication would necessar i ly  hold the complete a t t e n t i o n  of 
t h e  l i s t e n e r s  and thus assure understanding of messages given. 
Today s ign  language i s  slowly passing on with the o l d  
t imers,  who s t i l l  c l i ng  t o  tblr old ways i n  t h i s  modern age. 
They f i n d  it a g r e a t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  be able t o  c a r r y  on a 
conversat ion wi th  each other  over the  present day noise ,  
With t h e  i n t e r e s t  and help of the youth of today, perhaps this 
1 
meana of communication wi 11 be kmpt a l ive ,  
The fol lowing are scnne common words and phrases of 
Indian .sign t d k  arranged alphabetical ly as  f a r  as t h e  l e t t e r  
D. 
Ache. Push ri@t index f inger over t he  middle of t he  
-
chest  and work the  f i n g e r  up and down, Means the  dar t ing  
sensa t ion  of paln  o r  sick. 
Across, Hold the  l e f t  hand out, downs then pass 
the ri@t hand over the  l e f t  with a curve-like mot im* 
'1bid 0 ,  P a  14. 1 
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Afraid. Curve index f ingers  and p u l l  i n  toward chest .  
Means p u l l i n g  in your horns o r  shrink, 
Alike. Point index and middle f i n g e r s  of r i g h t  hand 
i n  palm of l e f t .  Also means t o  resemble one. 
A l l  Gone. Hold both  hands in f ron t  of body, brush 
--
palm of  r i g h t  hand upon l e f t ,  move r i g h t  hand outwards. 
Alone. Hold r i g h t  index f inger  t o  center. of neck, then 
move f i n g e r  outwards In a jerking motion of f i nge r  means a l i ve ,  
&!.ED Place closed r i g h t  f i a t  i n  middle of forehead, 
wi th  thumb touching, a d  make a c i r c u l a r  motion clockwise, 
Antelope. Index f inge r  and thumb of both hands are 
r a i s e d  nea r  the  base of the ears.  
Arise,  Point index f inger  downward. Palm up and 
brine; hand upwarda, 
Astonished. - With r igh t  hand open, touch mouth and with 
l e f t  hand upraised p u l l  i n  toward face  s l i gh t ly .  
A t .  Hold l e f t  palm down and with r i gh t  f i n g e r s  strike 
-
back of l e f t  hand, 
Bacon, Hold palm of l e f t  hand upr ight  and wi th  thumb 
and f i n g e r  of r i g h t  hand f e e l  thickness of heel  of hand, 
Bad. Clogs f i a t  over hear t  and make throwing motion 
-
by opening hand downward, 
Beard, Hold grouped f inge r s  extended down under chin. 
Beaut i fu l ,  Hold rieht hand i n  f r o n t  of face ,  as  i f  
lookinp; i n t o  a mirror ,  than make s ign  f o r  good, 
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B i g .  Separate hands wide, 
Blanket. Clutch f i s t s  of bo th  hands a t  shoulders and 
p u l l  i n  toward cen te r  of b o q ,  a s  i f  pu l l ing  blanket around 
body. 
Book, Hold ~ a h s  of hands together  i n  f r o n t  of body, 
-
then t u r n  hands outward wi th  l i t t l e  f i nge r s  touching. 
Bog, L i t t l e ,  Hold index finger of r i gh t  hand down l a w  
and b r i n g  q toward middle of wais t ,  Means ch i ld  growing up. 
Brother ,  Extend index and middle f i nge r s  of rigkt 
hand toward mouth. Means t o  nurse together ,  Then a l s o  make 
a sign f o r  man, t h i s  is done by r a i s ing  the r i g h t  index 
f i n g e r  In f r o n t  of f ace  and up t o  eye level .  
Buffalo,  Place thumbs of both hands i n  center  of palm, 
curl f ingera around thumbs, then hole s l i g h t l y  curved hands 
abcme eare .  Means t h i c k  horns. 
Cal led  - -  ur Nam6d. Left index f inger  point ing and wi th  
ri@t hand closed,  place by mouth, open fingers and push 
forward by po in t ing  f ingers ,  
Canoe. Clench both hands and make rowing mot ions t o  
l e f t .  Sometimes r i g h t  hand i s  b l d  extended w i t h  f i nge r s  
upward and shaped l l k e  the bow of a canoe and p u s b d  forward, 
Both s l p a  may be used a t  the  same time. Also means boat. 
Carry. Close f l a t s  over imaginary ends of bundle over 
ahoulder,  
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Cartr idge.  Point index f inge r  and touch t h m b  of last 
jo int .  Means l eng th  of she l l .  Then make the sign of shoot- 
ing gun. Also means s h e l l  or gun. 
Cat. Pinch end of the  nose f l a t ,  This i nd i ca t e s  the  
-
f l a t  nose of a c a t ,  
Chief men  f ingers  of l e f t  hand upward in f r o n t  of 
body, then Pass index f inger  of r i g h t  hand over extended l e f t  
f ingers .  Five f ingers  represent  men, the passing of f inger  
over, means "Man over a l l ,  o r  Chief ." 
Church. Cross index f lnger o r  both hands up high a b w e  
the eyes. Then place two index f inge r s  touching each other  
l i k e  a sp i r e .  
Clouds, Hold hands above head wi th  f inger-t  i p s  touch- 
ing each other ,  then make a slow moving motion. 
Coffee, Hold l e f t  palm away from body and with  
clenched hand make a grinding motion, as  is done with a coffee  
m i l l .  
Dance. Extend hands upr ight ,  f i nge r s  apar t ,  ~a-8  
f a c b g  one another  and move hands UP and d m  t h r ee  or  four  
t lmes ,  Finger8 represent people, m ~ e m e n t s  of hands t h e i r  
dancing. 
Extend both hands in hor izonta l  position, c ross  
over one m o t h e r  and than extend palms upward- Meaning niriht 
i s  f in lahad  and day 18 opening, 
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Daybreak. Bold two hands i n  f r o n t  of body i n  hor i -  
zon ta l  pos i t i on ,  one abwe  the other,  with about a  qua r t e r  
of an inch  of space between them, 
Deep. Hold palms of hands over one another below 
wais t  l i n e ,  then  p u l l  the r i g h t  palm upward. 
Die. Hold extended l e f t  hand about the height of t h e  
-
hear t ,  move index f inger  of r i g h t  hand from left to r igh t  
downward over  l e f t  hand, Sign means going under. 
a, Close f i s t  with two f ingers  of r i g h t  hand ex- 
tended and a p a r t ,  t ben make dragging motion, I n  e a r l y  days, 
before  the Spanish introduced the horse, dogs were used as 
beas t s  of burden pu l l ing  t ravois ,  
Drink. Cup r igh t  hand in f r o n t  of mouth and make 
motion of drinking.  
Dull. Hold l e f t  hand out, palm upwards w i t h  f i n g e r s  
-
r i g i d ,  then w i t h  b u t t  of r i gh t  hand h i t  l e f t  hand and drag 
1 
slowly. Means d u l l  kni fe  cut t ing.  
N. Z K D M  GAMES AND AMUSkXENTS 
Indian game8 may be divided i n t o  two general  c lasses :  
erne8 of chance and gamaa of dexter i ty .  Games of pure s k i l l  
and ca l cu l a t i on ,  auoh as chesa, i s  e n t i r e l y  absent. The 
g m a  of chance fall in to  one of two categor ies :  (1) game8 
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i n  which implements corresponding with dice are thrown elt; 
random t o  determine a nmber  of numbers, the counts being 
kept by s t i c k s ,  pebbles, etc. ,  or  upon an abacus counting 
board; ( 2 )  games in which one 'or more of the players guess 
in which of two o r  more places an odd or par t icular ly  marked 
cuun te r  is cancealed, success or failure result ing In the 
ga in  o r  l o s s  of counters. The games of dexteri ty may be desig- 
n ~ t e d  aa ( 1 )  archery fn i t s  various modifications; (2) a  game 
of s l i d i n g  jave l ins  m dar t s  upon the hard ground or ice ;  
(3 )  a game of shooting a t  a  moving ta rge t  consisting of a 
n e t t e d  hoop o r  r ing ;  (4) the game of b a l l  i n  several  highly 
s p e c i a l i z e d  forms; ( 5 )  the racing games, more or l e s s  inter- 
1 
re la ted  and complicated wi th  the b a l l  games. Games of a l l  
t h e  c l a a a e s  designated have been found among all t r i b e s  of 
Horth America, and cons t i tu te  t he  geanes, par  excellence, of 
t ! ~  Indians .  Indian chi ldren have had a variety of other 
amuaementa such a s  t op  spinning, mimic f ights ,  and similar 
i m i t a t i v e  spor ts .  They have l iked  t a rge t  shooting, s t i l t s ,  
s l i n g s ,  and tops  f o r  the  boys, and buckskin dol ls  and playing 
house lor the  girls, with  "wolfw or "catcher," and various 
f o r f e i t  games, including a breath-holding t e s t .  Cat1 s-Cradles, 
h e d e r i c k  W. Hodge, (ed).  , Handbook of American Indian3 
North of Tdexico, Part  I (Washington f r i n t i n g  Ofrice 3ureau 
; ; 1 7 i i ; b ~ c ~ o l o g y ,  h l l e t i n  30, 1907). ~ p .  ifi3,51. 
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o r  string f i gu re s ,  as wel l  as shuttle-cocks and buzzes were 
common, There i s  no evidence t h a t  any of the games mentioned 
were e v e r  imported Into  America; on the contrary, they ap- 
pear  t o  be t h e  d i r e c t  and na tu ra l  outgrowth of aboriginal 
American i n s t i t u t i o n s .  They show no modification due t o  
white inf luence o ther  than the decay which characterizes all 
Indian l n s t i t u t  ions under exis t ing conditions. It is probable 
t h a t  t h e  wide dessemination of ce r ta in  games, as the hand 
game, ie a ma t t e r  of comparatively recent date, due t o  wider 
and l e s s  r e s t r i c t e d  intercourse through the aboli t ion of 
t r i b a l  w a r s .  Playing cards  is about the only game the  Indians 
1 
borrowed from the  whites, 
Following are b r i e f  descriptions of t he  pr incipal  
games played by the  Iowa Indians: 
Arrow Gamaa, A var ie ty  of games was playedwith  ac- 
t u a l  arrowa. I n  one of the  commonest, the arrow was tossed 
w i t h  t h e  h m d  by om of the players and the  others t h e w  a t  
It and endeavored t o  cause t h e i r  arrows t o  fall across it, 
B a l l  Games, The two common b a l l  games which are widely 
--
d i s t r i b u t e d  am racket  b a l l ,  a man's game played with one o r  
two n e t t e d  bata or rackets ,  and shinny, commonl~ played by 
women. I n  addi t ion,  women had a gme with a double o r  t i e d  
ball which was tossed w i t h  long slender rods. I n  a l l  of 
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t h e s e  i t  was not p e m i t t e d  t o  touch the ba l l  with the hands. 
The women i n  Iowa played with a s m a l l  buckskin--covered b a l l  
of bu f fa lo  hair. 
Bowl  Game. A kind of' dice game was widely played by 
--
t h e  women, The d ice  consist  of bone discs,  o r  of peach or  
plum s tones ,  which are tossed i n  a wooden bowl or  a basket, 
c a t ' s  Cradle. The t r i c k  of weaving patterns with 
s t r i n g  upon the f ingers.  
Mocasa in Game. Four mocassins are commonly used and 
-
a small object ,  such as a bu l le t ,  or a b a l l  of buffalo hai r ,  
i s  hidden in one of them, The opposing side endeavors t o  
guess where' It is concealed. The game is counted with 
1 
s t i c k s ,  
Topa. The top is  almost universal as a chi ld ' s  play- 
t h i n e ;  among the  Indiana of the United Sta tes .  The common 
fonn l a  a whip top  mads of horn, bone, stone, or wood, spun 
2 
on t h e  i ce  or  on a f ro ren  ground, 
Gusasiw Game, Thia wan r ea l ly  a time-passer by the 
Iowa Indiana.  T h i a  could be a good ralny-day a c t i v i t y  f o r  
p re sen t  day school children.. The cost would be low. Detai ls  
srs as fol luus:  
Equipment: Eight s t icks ,  each twelve inches long  and 
one-fourth inch i n  diameter, 
India ink and a brush 
Coping saw, 
Pocketknife, 
P r e p m ~ t i o n :  There are two ways to make the eight 
s t i c k s -  The Indian Way was t o  se lect  eight fa ir ly  straight - 
branchea of the proper size, preferable willow. Then the 
I n d i a n  c u t  the ends of the st icks off straight and even, using 
either the knife or the c o p b g  saw, On each s t i ck  ths Indian 
marked off f i v e  sec t ions ,  u a h g  the dimensions two Fnches, 
three inches, two  inches, t h e e  inches, and two inchss, With 
the sharp blade of the knife, the Indian cut into  the bark 
In a straight line around the stick at the polnts marked off, 
Pour such cuts were made on each st ick.  The Indian held the 
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With a penci l ,  mark off the same dimensions as the 
pee l ed  s t i c k s ,  and then paint  the  two-Inch sections with India 
i n k  t o  take the  place of the bark. This type of ink is sug- 
g e s t e d  because it  Wfes quickly and i s  waterproof. It w i l l  
not rub off on your hands when you handle the st icks,  
Two teams wi th  four  t o  eight  on each side can play 
t h i s  game. They a re  seated on the ground so  that the teams 
f a c e  each  o the r ,  and a folded robe o r  blanket i s  placed be- 
tween them. 
One team holds t h e  st icks.  Hiding them under the 
b lanke t ,  two teammates divide the eight s t i cks  Into two 
bundles of f o u r  each. These two players then grasp the two 
bundles i n  such a manner t h a t  the painted ends are covered 
by t h e i r  hands. The? then hold out the bundles of s t i c k s  
t ownrd the ir opponents. 
The ob jec t  of the g e m  i s  f o r  the other  team t o  guess 
in which of t ha  two bundles the  odd s t i ck  is hidden. As a l l  
eistht s t i c k s  have a cen te r  marking, it is  no easy t r i ck ,  
If t h e  rival team misses I t s  guess, the f i rs t  team 
~ e t e  one po in t .  It shuffles  the  s t i c h  again under the 
b lanke t ,  and the  mxt two players grasp the bundles and hold 
them forward, 
I$ on the other  hand, the opponents guess r i gh t ,  then 
i t  i s  t h e i r  t u rn  to hold the s t i c b ,  and the f i rs t  team must 
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Each team may b e P  i t s  own score, or a scorekeeper m s y  
be appointed. The scorekeeper s i t s  between the tern, a t  one 
end of t h e  fo lded  blanket. 
Colored toothpicks can be used f o r  keeping score. One 
team is ind ica t ed  by red, and tb other  by green toothpicks. 
The scorekeeper holds twenty of each color. When a member 
of a t e r n  guesses co r r ec t ly ,  the scorekeeper places a tooth- 
p i c k  belonging t o  t h a t  team i n  f ront  of him. The members of 
each  team take tu rns  guessing. The team whose twenty tooth- 
1 
p i c k s  a r e  f i r s t  used up is the winning team. 
The Indians  had a good time i n  -Iowa, and why dhaulitn't 
they?  Nature was kind t o  them here. There was an abundance 
of game in the  woods and on the p ra i r i es ,  while the lakes 
m d  atreama furnished a plentFful  supply of f ish.  Wild 
p l m s ,  crabapples,  and wild grapes were found i n  the thickets .  
Hickory nuta ,  walnuts, and hazelnuts could be had f o r  the 
plckinu.  The r i c h  a011 of the b e a u t i h l  Iowa country made 
it p m a i b l e  t o  r a i s e  f lour ishing gardens and f i e l d s  of corn 
wi thout  much t rouble  t o  the  Indian. sumner was the season 
which t he  r e d  men l i ked  the  best. Then a l l  the Indian women, 
men, a n d  ch l ld ren  had g r e a t  fun. This was the t h e  for war, 
f o r  f e a a t l n ~ ,  and f o r  makine; love. 
Dancln~ was as charac te r i s t i c  of the Indims as 
h o b e r t  Hofsinde, Indian Oames and Crafta ( N ~ W  York: 
Will lam Morrow and Co., 3-c 
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o t h e r  people. Sometime8 they danced in the evening merely t o  
e n t e r t a i n  one another,  but mom often they danced as a par t  
of t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  or  s o c i a l  ceremonies, 
Although games and dancing made up no s m a l l  share of 
t h e  amusements of the Indian, s tory  te l l ing ,  too, was a fav- 
o r i t e  pastime. Chiefs, warriors,  and medicine men all had 
wonderful t a l e s  t o  t e l l ,  The s to ry  might be qf some brave 
deed, o r  of so- long ago event i n  the history of the t r i be .  
It might be about the  sun, or the moon, o r  tb stars, o r  
about  a n h a l s  o r  t r e e s .  These s to r i e s  were handed down from 
f a t h e r  t o  son, and t o l d  over and over again so they were never 
f m g o t t e n  by a t r i b e .  
V, I'QDIAN HWSIC AND HUSICAL INSTR-S 
Rave you aver  had the t b r i l l l n q  experience of dancing 
w i t h  t b  Indiana? If  not,  perhaps you have seen the Boy 
Scout t r oop  c a l l e d  the Mitigwa Dancers reveal t o  you many of 
t h e  Ind ian  dames, H a n y  of ua still consider the music of 
the American Indian as quite a strange sounding novelty, f u l l  
of whoops and y e l l a ,  monotonous drurP beats and unin te l l ig i -  
ble uorda. But t ry  t o  understand it f'rom an Indian's point 
of view, The h e r l e a n  Indian i s  a par t  .of a race wherein we 
find a l l  the d i g n i t y  of ancient  c iv i l i za t i on  and culture. 
Certainly, he is m a r i s t o c r a t  among the p r b i t i v s s  and 
must t r y  t o  r e a l i z e  hls posi t ion in modern l i f e .  Truly, too 
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his  i s  a s e n s i t i v e ,  poe t ic  and reserved nature, regardless 
of an obvious love f o r  s h a a n s h i p ,  the dramatic or  the 
spec t acu la r .  For a  moment, l e t  us fa rge t  the feathered 
r e g a l i a  of which we do of ten  visual ize when we think of the 
Indian.  These f e a t h e r s  and glamour of pageantry often ob- 
s cu re  the .  fine poin t s  of his ordinary l i f e  and thought, 
Indiana a r e  d i f f e r en t  from us i n  only a  few wags. 
They do, however, have an intease s p i r i t u a l  understanding tha t  
is  a p a r t  of d a i l y  l i v ing  and t h i s  understanding, plus a  
broad philosophy and a  s incere  a t t i tude  about life and liv- 
ing t h ings ,  I s  deep- r~o ted  and i s  an in tegra l  par t  of the  
1 
c u l t u r e  of t h i s  ancient race. 
Songs play a v i t a l  pa r t  In t h i s  dai ly l iv ing  and ex- 
pe r i ence  end = must remember that  music is  a  key t o  the 
I n d i a n f  a  c u l t u r e  and t h a t  there waa l i t t l e  in his l i f e  with- 
out song, 
Most of t h e  Indian 's  songs were purposef'ul. There was 
d l v a y ~  a mason f o r  doinq things In  Indian l i f e .  The music 
and t h e  association with the songs i n  tribal life more 
t h e  b e l i e f s  and experiences of the old days. Today, only the 
o l d  men remember. They are fill of wiadm, lull of power 
b r o u ~ h t  t o  them through songs and the ceremonial l i f e .  
-- 
l ~ h a r l s s  Horolan, ( ed ) ,  W a r  Whoo s and w, 
- *), 2. b. (Boaton, Ma3s, : Boston Music Co., 
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When t h e  Indian sang, he often expected some kind of 
r e s u l t ,  too. In his l i f e  he needed songs fo r  hunting, f o r  
r a i n ,  and sunshine fo r  crops, songs f o r  victory in ba t t l e ,  
for success  i n  anything he undertook *to do, There were cer- 
tain songs f o r  the seasons of the year, songs fo r  ancestors, 
honor songs f o r  a g r e a t  chief o r  mighty warrior. In  these 
songs, the  words were t he  most important, and the association 
connected w i t h  the  song emphasized the f a c t  and made the 
song a source  of power. The s ick  could be healed, the r a i n  
would f a l l ,  hunting would be good, a l l  because the Indian 
shared a mysterious ,power with a l l  created things. He had 
1 
a persona l  con tac t  t h o u g h  song and r i tua l .  
Ce r t a in  songs came about because of the Indian's be- 
lief i n  a un ive r sa l  in&ell lnq s p i r i t .  With this hawledge 
of t b  Indian' a b e l i e f ,  wa can m a l i z e  that  nothing was 
supernatural t o  him, nothlng too strange f o r  him t o  explain 
by m e m a  of t h i a  mysterious power he f e l t  he shared with a l l  
c r e a t e d  t h i n g s ,  
In t he  old daye every Indian song was an inspira t ion,  
not a c r e a t i o n  of man according t o  ru l e  and precept, as  are 
our canposad nones today, The old Indians sa id  they re-  
ce ived  t h e l r  songs i n  a dream from a par t i cu la r  strong b i rd  
o r  animal, t he re fo re  th songs were connected with magic o r  
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some supe rna tu ra l  power Consequently, i n  the Indians t s mbd, 
t h e  term dream meant any result s o  great  t h a t  it could not 
have been a t t a i m d  in human power. The sharing of t h i s  mys- 
t e r i o u s  power i s  what made it so important, 
Melodies in  Indian songs are simple. They begin high 
i n  t h e  s ca l e ,  deecend, and end low. I n  many of the songs, the  
l a s t  no te  is the  lowest, The Indian knew no such regu la r i ty  
as s t r i c t  time measurement as i n  our music today. He in- 
s t i n c t i v e l y  changes h i s  time, and accents the song according 
t o  his f e e l i n g s  about it, He sings a song i n  one measure of 
time whi le  t h e  dmxms a r e  pounding rhythms i n  an en t i r e ly  
d i f f e r e n t  t ime measurement, The t e s t  of such a performance 
is in the  Ind ian ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  repeat it exactly, One con- 
t r i b u t i n g  f a c t o r  t o  h i s  belng able t o  do this is  the a c t  
t ha t  they never depend upon tuned instrmments or wri t ten  
1 
muulca l  nota t ion ,  Lack of' these two factors ,  deemed ao im- 
p m t m t  i n  our  music, makea it  possible t o  retain t h i s  t r a -  
d i t  i o n a l  m a t e r i a l  o r a l l y  and eccurately. 
The M i t i p a  Dancers no doubt have heard t h e i r  Indian 
songs many t imes, f e l t  and absorbed them u n t i l  they became a 
part of the* thought and expression. When ue hear the 
Ind ian  s i n g  o r  the  Mitlgwa Dancers dance and sing, can aP- 
p r e c i a t e  the  va r i e ty  of tunes, the unique rhythms, and t h e i r  
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Pul l  si@%.f icmic@ a s ~ o c ~ ~ % ~ ~ n  i % h  the I dian l ife.  When 
we rense th i s  p r a p e r l ~  *bough listening, th~ungh singing, 
and through k n ~ i n g ,  %% %fill realize that ama3.c is indeed a 
&ex to undsrstmdLng ml*u~al Meaa of the Amepican 
fndian* 
The Indian people have lullabies f o r  their  babies, too. 
The melodiss, w&%h t b 3 r  appropriate words, are  just  as 
soothing and comf&in.g as mas we have had sung when w e  were 
BBW s m a l l .  In mos t  Indian &Zbss there are many songs for 
children, Many of %bse songs m e  personal and have no ac- 
1 
The short bone m uooden wblst le  was usually associated 
w i t h  Indian doctors  when %rea%ing the s ick;  with magicians 
when p;lvinq exh ib i t i ons  of t h e i r  power; or  with warriors and 
war a o c l e t l e a .  Indian peuple who saw or took p a r t  in  the 
Sun Dance, l a a t  held In  1878, described the time when the 
Oglala Sioux danced from r i s ing  sun u n t i l  sunset, when two 
gashaa were cut In the breaet  and a cord of aenew, fastened 
t o  a s t i c k ,  w.8 t i e d  through the gashes, and hou they danced 
look- a t  t h e  a m  a l l  day without water. It represented t o  
t h e  Sioux Indian people the  deepest re l ig ious  feel ing.  Hou- 
ever ,  t he  p h j a i c a l  auffering created an unpleasant impression 
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and it was f i n a l l y  discontinued by the government. These ac t s  
of s e l f - t o r t u r e  were done i n  fu l f i l lment  of vows made in time 
of g r e a t  danger o r  d i s t r e s s .  T h i s  dance, typical  of the  Plains 
area, is probably t he  g rea tes t  re l ig ious  f e s t i v a l  of many of 
t h e s e  t r i b e s  and i s  a l so  known as the Sun-Gazing Dance, the  
T h i r s t i n g  Dance, o r  the Medicine Dance, or  even the Sacr i f ice  
Danc e . 
We have long heard of the Importance of the medicine 
man in t h e  l i f e  of  an American Indian t r ibe .  H i s  power was 
used t o  b e n e f i t  those about him, and songs as well  as  medici- 
n a l  herbs were important equipment in such a service. The 
r a t t l e ,  t h e  medicine whist le ,  the sacred bundle, together wi th  
1 
the herbs, are all a p e r t  of the medicine man's property. 
Conaidering t h a t  the medicine m l s  songs were a g i f t  
of mysterious pawer, the  Indian knew these songs would bene- 
f i t  them, He might r ea to re  the s ick  t o  health, bring the 
crop8 t o  pow,  o r  locate  the  enemy for  the proper time t o  a t -  
tack. He might u s e  a aong so tha t  the gane would come to-  
ward him when hm was hunting. These dream songs were the per- 
s o n a l  songs of those who had sols  r igh t  t o  s ing them on 
whatever occasion they were Intended. No other person could 
s i n  than without  payment; for without proper Papen t ,  Cer- 
tain pawera would be lost. 
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With t h e  s h o r t  and simple melodies, the Indian must 
have a s t r o n g  re hf orcement of rhythmical accompaniment. 
 he drum i s  t h e  most valuable  instrument i n  connection with 
h i s  songs and dances. Most Indians cannot sing without it 
and consequent ly  t h e y  have a g rea t  v a r i e t y  of drums. I n  some 
t r i b e s  t h e r e  a r e  a few s p e c i a l  Inatrumsnts, such as  the ver- 
t i c a l  f l u t e  made of cane, bamboo, or of metal, o r  whatever 
material t h e  I n d i a n  happened t o  have on hand. Whistles a re  
w i d e l y  used  and are  played by medicine men or women. There 
are v a r i o u s  sizes and types,  frau the high s h r i l l  whist le ,  
made f r o m  t h e  wingbone of a b i rd ,  t o  the  long wooden whis t les  
u s e d  in c e r t a i n  dances of the plains.  Other than these  few 
t y p e s ,  most of t h e  instruments a re  r h y t h i c a l  devices--man- 
bers of tha percussion family. Same f o m  of r a t t l e  i s  found 
monp, all Indian t r i b e a ,  although t h e m  is  a variance of 
s lzes  and shapes. h o n g  p r l k t i v e  peoples the r a t t l e  has a 
manic s i ~ l f l c ~ c e  and mnong the Plains t r i b e s  i t  is consid- 
ered very sacred.  Oourda, containing seeds or s h e l l s ,  are 
1 
most popu la r  type8  of r a t t l e .  
VI. POWWa4 TIME 
The a igns  and handb i l l  advertisements were telling 
ths people t ha t  thn P m o w  was coming again t h a t  August. 
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Each yea r  as t h e  " leaf- fa l l ingn moon approaches, th throb 
of t h e  tom-tom and the  chant of the Indian echoes out over 
~ o w a ,  If you go west along the  Lincoln Highway from Tama, 
Iowa, you w i l l  r i n d  t h e  Indians having t h e i r  Powwow t h i s  
~ u g u s t ,  The r e d  men convene i n  f u l l  regal ia  t o  perform t r i b a l  
dances and ceremony for  v i a i t o r s .  
August, 1960, w i l l  IIIEEF~ the forty-f if th annual 
Powwow of t h e  Mesquakie on t h e i r  Sauk and Fox reservation 
n e a r  Tama, and a l l  the people w i l l  be welcomed t o  one of the 
most c o l o r f u l  events  i n  t he  s t a t e ,  
The  i nves t iga to r  heard the people say, "This Indian 
music is  more no ise  than  anything else t :  Do they have only 
one tune?" I t ' s  been sa id  hundreds of times and a remark l i k e  
that  aeema t o  be t h e  moat spontaneous, but blighting, reac- 
t i o n ,  It i s  an easy thing t o  say because most of us do not 
have t h e  oppmtuni ty  t o  hear t h a  Indians alng. If we could 
hear t h e  Indians  sing, we would f ind t h a t  many of the songs 
do have a general  msmblance,  But the more we l is tened,  
t h e  more s e a i l y  we were &lo t o  dist inguish one tune f r o m  an- 
o t h e r ,  It is not  uncommon tha t  a  good singer among the t r i b e  
~CRl ld  know sevepal  hundred di f ferent  songs of h i s  people, 
To t h e  Indian, powwow time i s  far more than dancing, 
costume, and t r i b a l  dancing. It is  t h e i r  own aboriginal 
combinntion of homecminq, f i e s t a ,  oonvention, and soc ia l  
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event .  They use  th i s  opportunity t o  give v i s i t o r s  an insight 
i n t o  t h e i r  n a t i v e  arts, ceremonies, dances, songs, games, 
c o s t m s ,  music, and oratory. It gives then a chance too, t o  
r e l i v e  days of a happy, bygollg era--and t o  enjoy themselves 
tremendously. 
The p re sen t  s i t e  of t h e  pawwow i s  on a p lot  of ground 
h m n  t o  t h e  Indians a s  the "Old Battleground." On t h i s  
s p o t  in 1839, according t o  Indian t ~ a d i t i o n ,  a roving band 
of Sioux w a r r i o r s  surpr i sed  the  sleeping Mesquakie, a f t e r  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e i r  pos i t ions  during the night with owl and 
wolf c a l l s .  The Siouk at tacked a t  dawn, and the ba t t l e  con- 
t i n u e d  u n t i l  mid-marning before they were chased away. Four- 
t e e n  Mesquakie were k i l l e d  as  a resu l t  of the onslaught, but 
t h e y  fouqht  back bravely and brought d m  ten Sioux before 
rout ine;  the invaders. 
There l a  only  one Mesquakie woman permitted t o  join 
i n  t h e  war dance i n  which only braves who had k i l l e d  an enemy 
Ln combat could pa r t i c ipa t e .  T h i s  woman was Jim Poueshiekls 
 andmo mother. When the  Sioux retreated,  one of t h e i r  W a r -  
r l o r a  was l e f t  behind because he had a bad knee wound. T h i s  
prmdmother nabbed an axeD rushed a t  hid, and k i l l ed  t he  
1 
Sioux brave. 
' ~ i c k  Spencer, 111, NPovuov ~ ime" .  T h  Pe l im~ses t ,  
E W I I I ,  (Auwat ,  19571, P. 316. 
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The name Poueshiek, which mean8 "Shedding Bear, has 
an w o r t a n t  r o l e  in Iowa history. The Poweshieks are 
descendants of t h e  g rea t  chief who Signed peace t r e a t i e s  and 
p a c t s  f o r  s a l e  of lands  wi th  the federa l  government i n  1824, 
1837, and 1842. Poweshiek County i s  named f o r  Chief Powe- 
sh i ek ,  Old Jim's great-grandfather. 
Before 1913 the Mesquakie Indians had met annually 
in what became hewn a s  " f ie ld  days." Thsse were more or 
. 
l e  ss spontaneous a f f a i r s ,  where the  Indims assembled for  
games, dancing, contes ts ,  and a  general socia l  gathering. 
The near-by w h i t e  people found these f i e l d  days t o  be both 
e n t e r t a i n i n g  and i n t e r e s t  ing, and s ta r ted  a t t e ~ d l n g  In in- 
c r e a s i n g  numbers, Chief Pushetonikwa had the foresight  t o  
~ i v a  t : i a  oe l eb ra t lon  some organization and planning In order 
fof it t o  v o w  i n  the  r i q h t  direct ion and accomplish some 
1 
Two white  m n  were prominent in a s s i s t b g  the Indians 
in t h e i r  early powwows, Joe Svmina, proprietor of a  har- 
neas ahop in Tama, devoted almost t h i r t y  years to  helping 
the Menqurkle In th l a  project .  Called Wa-bi-ke-tiwah (White 
E a ~ l e )  by the  p a t e l u l  Indians, Xr. Svacina was a  close 
friend of Chief Puahetonikwa u n t i l  the " l a s t  govement-rec- 
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powwow continued t o  grow, it Was M r .  Svacina who guided and 
d i r e c t e d  t h e  Indians in their business adventure. 
Edgar R. Harlan, curator of the Historical Department 
of Iowa, l oca t ed  i n  Des Moines, began t o  v i s i t  and get  ac- 
qua ln ted  wi th  t h e  Mesquakie i n  1917, In 1919 he was cal led  
upon by the  powwow committee t o  a s s i s t  them In promoting the 
event .  The Indians gave ' M r .  Harlan the name Me-shi-ke, 
meaning T u r t l e ,  
The powwow s t ead i ly  grew u n t i l  it was a week-long af- 
fair i n  1922. Soon the  Indians real ized they must have a 
c lose-kn i t  organizat ion,  and great s t r i de s  were taken in 
t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  A powwow association was formed, o f f ice rs  
were chosen, m d  various jobs were divided. The newly formed 
powwow a8aoc i s t i o n  net  about t o  write up a const i tut ion and a 
s ta tement  of purpoae, which they d i d  very well, The const i-  
t u t i o n  a t i l l  standa today, unhampered and unaltered by amend- 
ment a. 
The Indian man d i d  the wild, frenzied, and inspired 
dancea, while ths  wmen danced about more slowly and rhythmi- 
cally, eonf in ing  a l l  i n t r i c a t e  movemnt t o  t h e i r  mocassined 
f e e t .  
TO preserve the  t r i b a l  dances, the Mesquakis choose a 
Chief Dancer, whose duty it is  t o  memorize a l l  the i n t r i c a t e  
steps and movements of the  many dances. Included i n  the  
r e p e r t o i r e  cu r r en t ly  are  amh dances as the friendship, dquaw, 
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Shawnee, snake, pipe, bear,  buffalo, shield, rabbi t ,  swan, 
bean, green corn, and Mesquaie War Dance. These dances are  
1 deeply placed i n  t he  mind of Chief Dancer John Papakie. 
The f ea tu re s  of the  powwow have been varied and in ter-  
e s t i n g .  Often the Mesquakie team plays a team composed of  
members of v i s i t i n g  Indian t r i be s  from several s t a t e s  that  
r e g u l a r l y  a t t e n d  the  Tama Powwow. One year an Indian wedding 
ceremony was presented dai ly,  revealing a t r u l y  beau t i f i l  
b i t  of t r i b a l  ceremony. In  1832 a spectacular feature com- 
memorating t h e  100th anniversary of the Black Hawk W a r  was 
presen ted  in pageant form. The Mesquakie reconstructed Black 
Hawk's v i l l a g e  and re-enacted his  w a r  council, dances, and 
treaties. Other years there  were such things as a greased 
p i g  con tea t ,  a ten-minute wrestling match, o r  a sham ba t t l e  
between Indians  and a stagecoach. The l a t t e r  included the 
cap ture ,  scalping, and burninq a t  the stake of a white maiden-- 
s imulated,  of  courae. Once them was a race between an Indian 
Pony and a car .  The race was a half-mile, and the driver  was 
hand lcapped t o  the extent  that  he had to  crank the ca r  and 
g e t  i n t o  t he  s e a t  a f t e r  t he  s t a r t i ng  signal  was given. 
Archery, f o o t  races ,  pony races, and even high diving and 
l i f e  saving exhlbi t iong have appeared on the powow schedule 
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of events. The baby contest 18 annually listed, prizes being 
1 
given t o  the h e a l t h i e s t  baby ad the bes t  dressed baby. 
CRAPTER V I I  
INDIANS IN IOWA TODAY 
There  a r e  more than f i v e  hundred Mesquakie Indians 
in  Iowa today,  Iowa i s  the  cherished home of t h e i r  ances- 
t o r s ,  As a t r i b e ,  they  o m  some 3,200 acres of land i n  the  
Iowa R ive r  v a l l e y  in Tama County, purchased by the Indians 
w i t h  t h e i r  awn money, This  i s  a co l l ec t ive  famn--managed 
and c u l t i v a t e d  by them--where they l ive ,  study and have 
t he i r  r e l i g i o u s  se rv ices .  Many y e a r s  ago Iowa gave them 
l e g a l  a u t h o r i t y  t o  own t r i b a l  land and property, and the 
t i t l e  i s  he ld  in t r u s t  f o r  them. They pay taxes, and those 
1 
who are q u a l i f i e d  are  voters .  
Near17 every  fami ly  haa a ffame house, w i t h  perhaps 
a a tove ,  a t a b l e ,  and a few chairs .  However, many of them 
s t i l l  bave t h e  wickiups l i k e  those t h e i r  grandfathers used 
t o  l i v e  In. P a r t  of' t h e  p a r  the  f m i l y  l i ve s  i n  the wicki- 
up, and t h e  women cook i n  t h e  k e t t l e  hung over a f i r e  out- 
s i d e .  Perhepa ttm p a t i o  and the  outdoor cooking craze 
o r i ~ i n a t s d  w i th  t h e  Indian, 
The United S t a t e s  has b u i l t  a fine school bui lding and 
l ~ u t h  A. Gallaher, "Tama Indianan, T h e  Pa l im  ses t ,  
-+ Iowa Ci ty ,  Iowa (Auwst ,  1957), Vol, XXXVIlI, PP. 33 - 3 ~ 5 ,  
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has t r i e d  t o  g e t  t he  Indian chi ldren  t o  go t o  school. 
 he 
Ind i ans  havenf t wanted t h e i r  ch i ld ren  t o  go t o  school t o  learn 
t o  b e  l i k e  t he  whi te  people. SO the government has made the 
b u i l d i n g  i n t o  a hosp i t a l .  Here t he  Indians care f o r  the s i c k  
Ind ians .  
One day-school I s  nuw maintained a t  govemen t  expense 
w i t h  f'ree lunches  f o r  tb children. Ins t ruc t ion  in these 
s c h o o l s  i s  i n  English,  and during the year 1956-1957 ninety- 
seven were e n r o l l e d  i n  grades one through six,  In addition, 
f if ty-two at  tended col lege .  A Presbyterian missionary fur- 
n i s h e s  such r e l i g i o u s  In s t ruc t i on  a s  the Indian w i l l  permit, 
These Indiana a t i l l  have some ponies and dogs. A 
f e w  have automobiles,  which they c a l l  " f i r e  wagonsn. They 
do l l t t l e  work on t h e i r  land, but usual ly rent  it to  white 
farmera. They l i k e  t o  hunt and f l s h  and l i e  under the t r e ee  
1 
better than t h y  l ike  t o  plow corn or shock grain. 
Today they  have a genuinely democratic government; 
t h e y  e l e c t  a counc i l  of managers, and the council  has a chief ,  
Ths older trlbemnen clinll; t o  the  cherished t r ad i t i on  of the 
paat ,  whe reas t h e  younger generation holds progre ss as t h e i r  
key word. Formerly about f i f tssn clans exis ted  among the 
Meaquakie, such a8  t h e  present  Wolf, Bear, Thunder, Fox, 
l ~ r u c e  E, Mahan and Ruth A. Gallaher, S t o f i e s  of Iowa 
for B o p  end G i r l s  (New York: The Macmillan ~ o r n 9 ~ n y F l W ,  
pp. 165-168. 
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E a g b ,  and Buffa lo  c lans ;  Whereas the Beaver, Tree, Sturgeon, 
and F i s h  are dying out,  The younger generation i s  l e s s  in- 
t e r e s t e d  in t h e  va r i a t i ons  of the r i t u a l s  observed by tb 
c l a n ,  There a r e  about e i gh ty  unwritten clan songs, a l l  memo- 
sized and sung i n  t h e i r  r egu l a r  order. The Mesquakie langu- 
age i s  unwr i t t en  and taught  only by word of mouth in  the 
homes. 
The Indian, l i k e  t h e  country, have changed i n  some 
ways. I n s t e a d  of a c i r c l e  of buffalo-hide tepees, there is 
a c i r c l e  of canvas t e n t s ,  o r  of t r a i l e r s ,  Nobody e a t s  buf- 
f a l o  o r  d e e r  meat, or  wild fruits and roots  i n  an Indian camp 
today.  I n s t ead ,  t he  people e a t  beefsteak, and bread from 
t h e  g rocery  s t o r e ,  and canned f r u i t s ,  and the children drink 
m i l k ,  The Iowa Indians do  not  go hunting f o r  t he i r  food any- 
more. They work, l i k e  everyone e lse ,  t o  earn the money f o r  
the lr food. T h s  Plains Indians do not receive any more help 
o r  money Prom t h e  povermnsnt than other farmers in the  p la ins  
1 
country, 
Somatimes an Indian boy has ra ised  the bes t  ca l f  in 
h i s  county ,  ~ n d  Indian g i r l s  have won t h e  contests  in cook- 
 in^, canning,  and dreasmakhg a t  s t a t e  and county fairs. 
l A l i e e  Mar r i o t t ,  Indians On Horseback (New York: 
Thomas ?:. Crowell Co., m p T 1 y  
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Some of t h e  Ind ian  s o l d i e r s  were k i l l e d  i n  the war, 
and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  mourned f o r  them a s  if they had been 
k i l l e d  on r a i d s  i n  t h e  o l d  days. There were Indian g i r l s  in 
t h e  WACS or  WAVES o r  Army o r  N a v y  nurses, and t he i r  people 
we= as proud of them a8 they  were of the men who went away 
t o  f i g h t .  
These Indians  i n  Iowa a re  t ry ing  hard t o  be l i k e  other  
Americana l i v i n g  i n  Iowa. The th ings  they are keeping from 
t h e i r  o l d  way of l i f e  a r e  the  th ings  t h a t  any people would 
be proud o f ,  and would try t o  keep. 
The Ind ian1  s c lo th i ng  today i s  usually the kind worn 
by w h i t e  people, but  s e l ec t ed  and modified t o  s u i t  the Indian 
t a s t e .  
There l a  no h i s t o r i c  tomahawk or blood-curdling war 
whoop in the  Iowa c a p  today, The groves along the Iowa 
River r e v e a l  only peaceful scenes of everyday existence. It 
is a crmpad  e x i s t e r n e  and sometimes hard, compared with the 
old free llf'e when they hunted and f ished over Iowa--like t h a t  
of an e a g l e  a l t t i n ~  de j ec t ed ly  i n  a cage--but t o  these h d i s n s ,  
Iowa l a  hcnne. 
CHAFTW V I I I  
SUMMARY 
The problem f o r  this study has been t o  enlsrge great-  
l y  on t h e  p r e s e n t  information about Indians available a t  
the e lementa ry  l eve l .  To include human i n t e r e s t  mater ial  
that w i l l  c a t c h  t h e  Imagination of the student and arouse 
h i m  t o  want t o  learn more about the subject.  To improve on 
the general p r e s e n t a t i o n  of the  s t o ry  of the  Indians i n  Iowa 
and t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  s o  t h a t  f u l l y  four times as much read- 
. able, h i s t o r i c a l l y  accura te  mate r i a l  becomes available. 
The l n v e s t l ~ a t o r  surveyed the l i t e r a t u r e  regarding 
the Indian i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  and, most specif ical ly,  the 
I n d i a n  In Iowa. This  survey included o r i g ina l  source 
material, ' uecon8ary mater ia l ,  and h i s t o r i c a l  publications. 
Four Iowa museums were v i s i t e d ,  and excursions were taken t o  
t h r e e  n r a a s  r i c h  in  Indian lore .  The invest igator  v i s i t ed  
Iowa Ind iana  and New Mexico Indians a t  t h e i r  respective 
raservationa t o  de te rn ine  cur ren t  l i v ing  conditions. The 
i n v e s t i ~ a t o r ,  a l so ,  attended ti music workshop t o  learn about 
Indian music, 
A f t e r  c o l l e c t i n g  da t a  fiom the m m y  sources, the 
l n v e a t i p ~ t o r  o r ~ a ? i z e d  t h e  information i n t o  chapters,  written 
so t h e  elementary classroom teacher would f ind  these  chepters 
nn a c c e s a l b l a  source for teaching u n i t s  about the Indlan i n  
Iawa. 
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The f i r s t  home of t h e  P la ins  Indians was on the  plains,  
o r  s t e p p e s ,  of S i b e r i a  and nor thern  Asia. 
Many t r i b e s  of Indians  l i v e d  i n  Iowa during our ea r ly  
h i s t o r y ;  o t h e r s  were moved i n t o  the s t a t e  and out again by 
the government. Each o f  t h e  Indian t r i b e s  had a leader o r  
chief and many of t h e s e  have f igured  prominently i n  our early 
h i s t o r y .  
H i s t o r y  r e v e a l s  t h a t  i t  was the  nature of the Indian 
t o  c o n s t a n t l y  b e  f i g h t i n g ,  The Indians not only fought the 
white man, as many b e l i e v e ,  but  they fought among themselves. 
The  I n d i a n  was a t  war more than he was a t  peace. However, 
t h e  I n d i a n a  d i d  n o t  band toge the r  i n  the common cause against  
t h e  w h i t e  man. The s t o r y  of the Black Hawk War reveals  t h a t  
due t o  many of  t h e  chiera and t r i b e s  favoring the white man, 
the cauae and freedom of the  Indian was soon lost. The 
P l a l n s  Indlans d i d  not  f i p h t  c h i e f l y  t o  k i l l .  They f o q h t  
t o  d e f e n d  t h e i r  l a n d s ;  t o  d r ive  out intruders;  and t o  show 
p a r a o n a l  bravery. 
On Janu~ry 28, 1904, Congress pasaed a law settLng 
aside enouph money f o r  t h e  compiling and pr in t ing  of all  
t r e a t i e s  t h a n  i n  t h e  hands of t h e  Commissioner of Indian Af- 
fairs. The Oovemment p r i n t i n q  o f f i ce  in Washington pri"ted 
t h e  two volumsa on Indian Affairs, Laws and Treaties.  This 
uaa compiled i n  December 1, 1902, According t o  t h i s  publics- 
tlon, t h e  one and only  a u t h e n t i c  l i s t ,  there  were many 
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tpea%ies made bet;u%m %% E ~ d t m  f~ bss =d tb ped-1 
&meme&, Wmy BZ %$64F % Z % & ~ S  effected t h  I~dian 
-slt&zmf;csl~ m e 6  lz3s frm~ ma? s%a%s, 
The lives of We & ~ 2 f  m&e up exelus ively 
of tmmtzm, m d  ifgBfV%g, T i  33'1nelte; %ere  PO enemies around, 
-6 tiera w a .  food in the %pea for sreFyane to est, the men 
b e  te waik  rsU@grfs srszzga m 5  cs~~~vsies, Sorne of 
P;hsse smcs atss s-; ZZZZ& 8mBS ~ l f  %he ~8~8B0nf83, which 
w- ~ e a ~ l ~  gpspsa 3- %FE af d m e s  BLlrS. d m g s *  The  
%bm OF hem %bas we ~ g ~ p  s p r n ~ f ~ 1 ; ~  the vasiety of tunes, 
the micptle r-:ms sztd e h e f ~  fa13 sfLgzZfictmza lsnd associa- 
t i o n  w i t h  Indian l i f e ,  When we eense t h i s  properly, we 
realize t ha t  music is t h e  key t o  understanding the  cultural 
i d e a a  of t h e  American I n d i m ,  
Medic ine  men had aonga t h a t  were v i t a l l y  important 
~ n d  t h e s e  d o c t o r s  wem b e l i e v e d  t o  have power over everything 
i n  I n d i ~ n  l l f e .  
Most o f  t h e  t ime ,  t h e  women were busy with work. The 
women t a n n e d  t h e  h i d e s  that t h e  men brought home f r o m  hunt- 
ing. end cu t  and sewed t h e  t e p e e s  and c lo th ing  from t h e  
t a n n e d  ak ins .  
The c h i l d r e n  l e a r n e d  to do a3 t h e i r  e l d e r s  d i d ,  for 
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most of t h e i r  games were i m i t a t i v e  Work. They played cmping 
and hun t ing  and f i g h t i n g  ; and t he  l i t t l e  g i r l s  played with 
d o l l s  and keeping house. There were other games, too. When 
it was t o o  c o l d  t o  go outdoors,  they played g a w s  indoors 
s u c h  as c a t 1 s  c r a d l e  of s t r i n g *  
Old men and women were t h e  "rememberera" of t h e i r  
t r ibes ,  They k e p t  t h e  h i s t o r y  of what happened i n  t h e i r  
minds, u s u a l l y ,  f o r  t h e y  had no way of writing. The use of 
s i g n  language  became a va luable  means of inter-comunication 
between t h e  Ind ians ,  
If a v i s i t  were t o  be  made t o  the Indians in  Tama, 
Iowa, today,  it would do no good t o  look among the t r ees  for 
an I n d i a n  w i t h  h i s  tomahawk. Nor w i l l  you hear t h e  war whoop 
which Black Hrmk and h i s  war r io r s  gave a hundred years ago. 
The v i l l a g e  i s  n o t  a t  al l  warlike. The women cook 
In t h e  k e t t l e  hunq mar a f i r e  outside just  pa r t  of the  year. 
The c h i l d r a n  p l a y  among the  f'rame houses or wickiups or  dawn 
b~ t h e  r i v e r .  Some o r  t h e  man r a i s e  corn, just l ike  the 
w h i t e  famer. Many of the  Indian children attend school, 
find even so- ~ t t e n d  co l l age .  It i s  not unusual f o r  the 
' Indian young people t o  marry and make their way out in  the^ 
world ,  j u s t  a s  t h e l r  whi te  f r i ends  do. A Presbyterian mis- 
s lonaw h r n l s h e  s such r e l i q i o u a  ins t ruc t ion  as  the Indian 
w i l l  permi t .  
Same of t h e  I n d i m  so ld ie r8  were k i l l e d  in the 
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and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  mourned f o r  them as  Ff they had been 
k i l l e d  on r a ids  i n  t h e  o l d  days, There were Indian g i r l s  
t h e  WACS o r  WAVES o r  Army o r  Navy nurses, and t h e i r  people 
were as proud o f  them a s  they  were of the men who went away 
t o  f i g h t ,  
These Ind ians  i n  Iowa a r e  t ry ing  hard t o  be like 
o t h e r  Americans l i v l n g  In Iowa. Their clothing today is  
u s u a l l y  t h e  k i n d  worn by t h e  white  people, but selected and 
m o d i f i e d  t o  s u i t  t h e  Ind ian  t a s t e .  
These few Indians  cannot remember tbe days when t h e i r  
peop le  hunted  all over Iowa, but t h e i r  old men and women t e l l  
them t h e  s t o r i e s  of long ago, A s  these  s to r i e s  are  being 
t o l d  from t h e  past, an automobile horn or a whistle of an 
encine on the Northwestern Railroad might bring them back t o  
t h e  present, The Ind ian  13 s t i l l  i n  Iowa, but i t  i s  the  Iara 
of the white man. 
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